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The Channel Tunnel Report 
PPHE report of the Channel Tunnel Study 
Group, published last week after pre 
sentation to the Government, and pre 
sumably with the latter’s consent, decides 
definitely in favour of a two-track railway 
tunnel. Operating details had been made 
known in a paper presented to the Institute 
of Transport by Mr. M. A. Cameron of the 
staff of the British Transport Commission and 
summarised in our of March 19. The 
immediate cost, exclusive of finance charges, 
of the whole project would be approximately 
£109 million. Of this total it is estimated 
that about £29 million will be required to 
cover the cost of installations, terminals and 
rolling stock. Provision of this sum would be 
the responsibility of the British and French 
railways. It is proposed to raise privately 
only the capital required to cover the cost of 
the bare tunnel from portal to portal. This 
is estimated at £80 million, to be provided by 
bond issues. A further £20 million of finance 
and other charges would in effect represent 
the equity of the undertaking. This sum it is 
hoped to obtain from ‘“‘private sources of 
finance.”’ The tunnel would be operated 
jointly by the British and French railways 
under a long lease from the Tunnel Company. 
The rental paid by the railways would include 
a guaranteed minimum adequate to cover 
interest and amortisation payments on the 
bonds, the guarantees being provided by the 
two Governments. Granted their approval in 
principle of a Channel Tunnel it is suggested 
that they appoint an intergovernmental com 
mission to discuss with the group the detailed 
execution of the project. So far no sign of 
such approval has been forthcoming. 


issue 


The Financial Aspect 
O* the whole the report has had a favour- 
able reception by the Press, although 
some objections have been raised on 
political and military grounds. In a leading 
article The Times criticised the suggested 
guarantees on the supposition that the British 
and French Governments would be under- 
writing the tunnel at the taxpayers’ expense. 
Replying in a letter to that newspaper Mr. Leo 
d’Erlanger, chairman of the Channel Tunnel 
Company, explained that the study group 
proposes to base a large part of the financial 
scheme upon a rental agreement for the 
tunnel to be freely negotiated with the 
British Transport Commission and the French 
National Railways (S.N.C.F.). Exploratory 
discussions with both interests had indicated 
the feasibility of such an understanding. As 
regards the cost of the terminal facilities, rail 
way equipment and rolling stock, he suggests 
that if the Commission and the S.N.C.F. 
consider that the prospective return to them 
warrants the requisite investment the decision 
should be left to them, subject to any Govern- 
ment consent which may be required. A 
rental agreement of this nature might well be 
considered by investors here and abroad as a 
sound basis for the issue of a first-class bond, 
but it may well be necessary, as Mr. 
d’Erlanger suggests, to ask for an assurance 
from both Governments that their railway 
-systems would not default on the rental. 
Participants in the plan are the Channel 
Tunnel Company, first registered in 1881, of 
which the B.T.C., as representing British 
Railways, is a large shareholder; the French 
Channel Tunnel Company, in which the 
S.N.C.F. is the main shareholder; the Suez 
Canal Company and Technical Studies 
Incorporated, of New York. The whole 
project could be a powerful test for private 
enterprise, states the Sunday Times, remark- 
ing that there are grounds for invoking the 
aid of World Bank finance. On the other 
hand, it would be strange indeed if Britain 
and France could not finance a new link so 
much to their advantage, always provided 
that traffic estimates are confirmed as plau- 
sible and satisfactory. 


Waterways Conservancy Advocated 
ONTROVERSIALISTS _ in _ transport 
affairs have been many; for single- 
minded argument couched in grandilo- 
quence the proposals of the Inland Waterways 
Association for a national body to foster 
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Conservancy, 
price recommended. In itself the 
suggestion that there should be body in 
charge of the various aspects of inland naviga 
tion is sound; it is argued that the Govern 
ment view that waterway problems can be 
solved locally is fallacious. No waterway can 
flourish in the absence of a_ constructive 
national policy, it is said, but that, alas, is 
true of any form of transport. The waterways 
conservancy advocated in the booklet would 
apparently be modelled on the Thames Con 
servancy, but with the original quirk that it 
should be administered ‘‘half by appointed 


canals (A National Waterways 
Is.) can be 


one 


d Waterways Association, the 
enterprise in 


The 


ice 


from the Inlan 
Bt. private 
pl asure boating and even advertises it. 
3irmingham exhibition showed 
breaking, weed-cutting and other necessary 
equipment for canal navigation. Since 1954 
the Commission has carried out 100 miles of 
permanent bank protection and dredged some 
6} million tons of mud and silt from channels; 
the rate of work and the productivity per man 
have both increased to a remarkable degree. 
Sales drives to increase traffic have been 
carried out; a visit to Norway has already 
produced about 10,000 tons additional wood 


encourages 


also 
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representatives of interests and half by elected 
representatives of subscription-paying mem- 
bers’’—a method claimed to produce wide 
social advantages apart from the proposed £2 
a year revenue per head. This arises from 
the conviction that ‘‘but for a multitude of 
informed enthusiasts’ most waterways would 
be closed by now. The booklet is made the 
vehicle of another attack on the British water- 
ways section of the British Transport Com- 
mission. The B.T.C. ‘‘cannot or will not see 
the vast significance’ of the joys of boating 
and the beauties of the British waterways and 
that ‘‘is one prime proof of their unsuitability 
waterway administrators.’’ What they 
have done is attacked mere window- 
dressing. Liberal government loans are pro- 
poss od as a means of financing the restoration 
of waterways; in the absence of estimates of 
cost it is not possible to judge the prospects, 
but obviously an association which deems a 
Grand Northern Canal from West Riding to 
London ‘‘most immediately practicable and 
useful’ has laid in a large supply of rose- 
tinted spectacles to look at costs and traffic 
potentialities. 


as 


as 


What the B.T.C. is Doing 
A° the foregoing pamphlet was published 
the much-maligned British Waterways 
was staging its first-ever Midlands dis- 
play of canal pleasure cruising craft at the 
Gas Street basin in Birmingham; it was 
opened by Sir Reginald Kerr, general 
manager of this B.T.C. division, on April 25; 
it will remain open until April 30. With the 
co-operation of Birmingham City Council the 
somewhat drab surroundings have been im- 
proved and floodlighting and fountains, with 
gay decorations, have transformed the basin. 
The independent water holiday maker can 
hire a two-berth cabin cruiser from as little as 
£10 a week; at the other end of the scale come 
easy-to-handle Water class vessels with four 
or six berths for family holidays. Day cruisers 
for private parties of up to 60 are also avail- 
able. Soon the Oxford—Birmingham and 
Lincoln—Nottingham ‘‘Heart of Erigland’’ 
cruises will be restarting for 19 passengers 
and 16 (who sleep on board) respectively. 
Contrary to the impression one might get 


pulp traffic in the North East Division of 
British Waterways. A great deal of money 
has been spent where there are traffic pros 
pects and much encouragement given to 
pleasure boating. But according to the ‘‘in 
formed enthusiasts’ the British Transport 
Commission continues to be the villain of 
the piece. 


Hire Purchase and Wages 


A » more 


are 


and more things and attractions 
offered to the public will the 
desire to spend increase and the demand 
for higher wages become more insistent. 
Speaking at an Industrial Welfare Society 
luncheon in London last week, Mr. Alfred 
Robens, M.P., a former Minister of Labour, 
foresaw many demands for wage increases 
during the next year or two, basing his theory 
largely on the fact that hire purchase pay- 
ments, now so common, were in fact deduc- 
tions from gross wages. Nobody, he said, 
actually received a gross wage. Apart from 
P.A.Y.E. and other deductions, there had 
also to be taken into account the weekly or 
monthly hire purchase payments that had to 
be made. Washing machines and other elec- 
trical equipment were not necessarily luxuries 
to the housewife, but they had to be paid for. 
After the first enjoyment of these goods had 
passed they became simply an ‘‘off-take,’’ 
and again pay became what was left after all 
demands had been met. There must be some 
effect from the hundreds of millions of pounds 
spent on advertising, particularly television 
advertising, in stimulating the consumer and 
in increasing the selling price. Hence renewed 
pressure for wage increases without regard to 
the stability of the cost of living. How can we 
escape inflation? Mr. Robens has a simple 
answer. The increases must come out of 
greater production. So long as greater pro- 
ductivity matches higher wages inflation can 
be kept at bay and the value of the pound 
kept fairly constant. But if wages and salaries 
rise without an equivalent increase in produc- 
tivity, the value of the pound will begin to 
fall and no one will be better off. The diffi- 
culty, however, is to ensure that production 
is in fact increased. 


SO 


Royal Tiger Cub 
\ Y1TH the introduction thi 

range of underfloor-engine 

chassis named Royal 
Leyland Motors, Limited, has filled a ip 
if existing ger rang tween the 1 
Cub and Leopard lightweights and the heavy 
duty Worldmaster. So far only preliminary 
details of the new range are available. They 
show that it consists of four each 
having an unladen weight of approximately 
4 tons 16 cwt. and a maximum laden weight 
of 13 tons. They are designed for operation 
on European-type metalled roads. Two right- 
hand and two left-hand steering versions all 
have a wheelbase of 18 ft., suitable for bodies 
up to 33 ft. long by 8 ft. wide. The power 
unit is the Leyland 0600 horizontal diesel 
engine of 125 h.p. at 1,800 r.p.m. All run- 
ning units are mounted below frame level in 
the usual Leyland manner to allow an uninter- 
rupted floor space along the full length of the 
vehicle. Transmission varies according to 
type and can be either a synchromesh four- 
speed gearbox or a four-speed Pneumo-Cyclic 
gearbox; with the latter a fluid coupling is 
normally supplied, but the Leyland centri- 
fugal clutch is available optionally, as is also a 
two-speed rear axle with electric gear change. 


pa sen 
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The Most Important Phase 
RIOR to the commencement on April 22 
of the biggest stage of the reconstruction 
of Manchester London Road Station, 
James Royston, divisional _ traffic 
manager, East Lancashire Division, London 
Midland Region, said: ‘‘We have already 
asked a great deal of the travelling public 
we must now ask for further tolerance in 
respect of the biggest stage of reconstruction 
when engineers start ripping out the heart of 
the station."’ This was the final and most 
important phase when the engineering work 
would continue throughout the summer 
months into September and the first electric 
trains would then be running between Man- 
chester and Crewe. As a result, nearly all 
main-line trains to London, Birmingham, 
South Wales and the West of England have 
been diverted to other Manchester main-line 
stations. This transfer will also apply, when 
the time comes, to all the extra holiday trains 
and it has not unfortunately been possible to 
include the details in the summer timetable. 
A special supplement will, therefore, be 
available. Engineers have taken over the 
existing platforms Nos. 4 to 7 in the middle 
of the station and, after tearing out existing 
structures to foundation level, they will 
modify the track layout. When completed, 
there will be a total of six platforms instead 
of four—they will be renumbered Nos. 5, 6, 
7,8,9and 10. The new footbridge now being 
built at the south end of the station will be 
constructed across these new platforms, and 
work on the new concourse with its all-glass 
roof will also be completed. 


Mr. 


Progress towards Piccadilly 
HE signalling scheme which was put in 
commission at 6 a.m. on April 25, 
comprises 90 colour-light signals and 
158 track circuits covering 350 train routes, 
while signalling covering a further 129 
routes will be brought into use later following 
remodelling of the permanent way layout. 
In addition, 65 sets of electro-pneumatically 
operated points will be brought into use. As 
this work is completed the three old signal- 
boxes outside the station will be demolished, 
leaving the one new box. As from the 
same date, Nos. 1, 2 and 3 platforms were 
re-opened on the old eastern side of the 
station, with an additional new platform- 
No. 4. Trains which had been terminating 
at Ashburys and Ardwick and the Sheffield 
trains, which had been running from Victoria 
and Central during the last few months, now 
run through to London Road on the normal 
service timings. The rail link between 
London Road and Oxford Road has also 
been restored with a diesel shuttle service 
running between those points. The special 
bus service has now been discontinued — 
another facet of this further and most 
important stage in the progress towards 
Manchester Piccadilly. 





The finest name 
in jacks... 


Conetant research and rigidity 
of contro! in manufacturing 
techniques have madethe 
name Duft- Norton synonymous 
with the finest jacks you can 
buy. Over 31 different patterns 
covering the range of practi- 
cally every known application 
in industry are now avaiiabie. 
Capacities range from 3 to 100 
tons. A catalogue covering this 
range wilt be sent te you on 
request. 
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EXPORTS 
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EXPORTS 


Serving coalfields 
and industrial centres of 


Northern England 


Metal, Phosphates, Gunnies 


General Cargo, Iron and Steel, Fertilizers, 


Motor Cars 
Regular sailings to the Mediterranean, Africa, India, 


Far East, Australia, the Americas and West Indies 


Two new cargo berths with transit sheds, modern 
Mechanical 


cranes and road/rail access are in use. 


appliances are available for handling general cargo 


OLS DBAS 


Iron Ore, Pitwood and other Timber, Kulscarp, 
Scrap Metal, Wood Pulp 

Coal & Coke, Machinery, Magnesite, Basic Slag 
Mechanical handling of pitwood in modern storage 


timber yards on the Docks estate 


A deep-water berth, capable of accommodating vessels 
with a draft of 29 feet on all states of the tide, is 


specially equipped for discharge of bulk cargoes 
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The Editor is prepared to consider con- 
tributions offered for publication in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satisfy themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant to editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate. 


—< i _— 


The Institute’s Fortieth 
Birthday 


APPROPRIATELY the 40th anniversary 
of the Institute of Transport has been 
celebrated this week at a congress in 

London. Officially opened on Wednesday 

morning by the Minister of Transport, it was 

fitting that the first paper to be presented 
was one by Sir Gilmour Jenkins, lately 

Permanent Secretary of that department and 

a past-president of the Institute, and that its 

theme should be the nature and extent of 

the controls exercised over the transport 
industry. It is indeed interesting to recall 
that from the outset there has been a close 
identity of interest between Ministry and 

Institute, for its first president was the first 

Minister of Transport in the person of Sir 

Eric Geddes. His acceptance of this office 

gave to the new institute a status which suc- 

ceeding councils have since jealously and 
worthily sustained, especially in recent 
years when, save for persons of eminence, 
membership has been attainable only by 

success in examinations based upon a 

syllabus denoting technical qualification. 

The wind of change has affected transport 

even perhaps more than any other industry, 

as the papers presented to this year’s 
congress have demonstrated, but in no sense 
have the objects of the Institute, since they 
were first drafted, lost their cogency and 
importance. They are: 
fo promote and encourage and co-ordinate the 
study of the science and art of transport in all its 
branches; to ensure, foster and maintain investiga 
tion and research into the best means and methods 


of and appliances for transport, transit and loco 


problems that are 1 and 


involved 
solution; to extend, increase 
informa 


motion, and the 
their most satisfactory 
knowledge and 


and disseminate l exchange 
tion and ideas in regard to all question 

and to assist and further in all practic 
able ways the development and improvement of 
transport, transit and locomotion in the best 


interests of the community 


connected 
therewith 


Beginning with a list of some 440 founda 
tion members the roll now embraces most 
of the leading personalities in the various 
branches of transport in the United Kingdom 
and Eire, as well as many of those in the 
3ritish Commonwealth and beyond. 


Growth of Influence and Membership 
HE Institute’s annual report for the year 
ended September 30, 1959, records the 
fact that membership has now passed 
the 10,000 mark, a fine record in view of the 
high standards attaching to that qualifica- 
tion; and as evidence of the responsibilities 
of his office the president for the year visited 
18 sections and three groups in the British 
Isles. It is probably safe to say that no 
professional body offers a higher number of 
scholarships and awards for contributions to 
its proceedings. Unfortunately there have 
been years when the council has not felt 
justified in bestowing all of them, and there 
thus remains much scope for those who 
would assist in the principal object of the 
Institute—the advancement of the know- 
ledge of transport by papers, lectures and 
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discussions. The most recent development 
has been the establishment by the Institute, 
with the financial assistance of many firms 
and individuals interested or engaged in the 
various branches of the transport industry, 
of a Readership in the Economics of 
Organisation of Transport at the University 
of Oxford. The Reader is at present engaged 
upon a general survey of transport in the 
British economy. Perhaps one of the most 
interesting features of the Institute is its 
allocation of seats on the council in fair 
proportion between those engaged in the 
different elements of transport, a rule which 
applies to the successive choice of president. 
That office, for example, was held in 1958-59 
by Major-General G. N. Russell, as repre 
senting road haulage, and right well did he 
fulfil its functions, and in the present yeat 
by Mr. Reginald G. Grout, a household 
name in coastwise shipping, who presided 
with distinction at this we ek’s gathering 


Control over Railways 
[SHE programme illustrated thx 
versatility for, in 
| 


Variety ~ technical visits 


Institute’s 
addition to a wide 
| there wer 
papers also on British shipping by Sir Donald 
Anderson, chairman of the P. and ¢ a 
past-president of the Chamber of Shipping, 
and on air transport by Mr. Peter G. 
Masefield, president of the Royal Aero 
nautical Society, and a past president of the 
Institute; all three papers ar 
in our present issue. Sir Gilmour Jenkins, 
whom the president commended for so 
worthy an effort at short notice, reviewed the 
effects of Governmental control, particularly 
on the railways and road transport. For 100 
years from 1825 Parliament showed itself 
apprehensive of the powers of the railway 
companies. Competitive enterprises were 
encouraged and efforts at amalgamation were 
at many periods deliberately discouraged. 
In the early years the land-owning faction 
which dominated the legislature adversely 
influenced construction costs, whilst in later 
years trading and industrial interests ham- 
strung the railways in their efforts to achieve 
reasonable revenues. The controls, indeed, 
were of a nature not only to restrict charges 
in an upward direction but, as Sir Gilmour 
pointed out, to act also in restraint of the 
granting of reduced rates. Indeed, even 
the adoption of agreed charges as a means of 
stemming the progress of road competition 
was seriously restricted, and when eventually 
justice was sought to be done the railways 
were so run down by wartime service that 
they could not be deployed to take advantage 
of it. Facts such as these should be borne 
in mind by present-day critics of the B.T.C. 


anda 


summarised 


Shipping and Air Transport 
HE question of whether British shipping 
should be regarded as a national service 
or a commercial enterprise was 
examined by Sir Donald Anderson, one of 
whose most telling points was the simple fact 
that a transport tariff always seems to arouse 
man’s worst instincts. For some reason, he 
said, transport were not generally 
regarded as being part of the true cost of 
production or distribution but were generally 
seen as an imposition, if not a racket. Ship 
ping charges, indeed, are now regarded as 
a tax on commerce; Governments are interest 
ing themselves increasingly in 
transport costs and demanding a hand in 
fixing rates. He saw two alternatives: the 
first that Governments would have to sub 
sidise shipping if they would not allow it to 
charge enough, and the second that ships 
will not be replaced, with a resultant shortage 
and higher rates for those remaining, because 
shipping is essential to trade. Governments 
in general must reverse the present trend 
towards artificial stimulation or otherwise 
British shipping would be _ forced into 
choosing between State support or a con- 
traction of its business. The possibilities of 
air transport, supported by irrefutable facts 
and figures, justify Mr. Peter Masefield’s 
optimism and to our mind need careful study 
and assessment in the light of the proposals 
for a Channel Tunnel. He sees the develop- 
ment of a closer collaboration between al] 
forms of transport, a phase in which, as we 
have remarked, the Institute is particularly 
interested. It may, indeed, go some way 
towards restoring the void created by the 
absence in this country of any planned system 
of transport, to which Sir Gilmour Jenkins 
drew timely attention. 


costs 


overseas 











NEWS SUMMARY 


FIVE-STAGE programme for completing 

in 28 months the London County Council 

£3 million Hyde Park Corner—-Marble 
Arch road improvement scheme has _ been 
announced. The first stage will include the 
widening of the western end of Piccadilly and 
eastern end of Knightsbridge The south 
carriage road in Hyde Park will be widened 
temporarily to provide room for construction of 
a temporary viaduct in the second stage 


Estimated Exchequer advances in 1960-61 
include £160 million to the British Transport 
Commission, £35 million to B.O.A.C., and 
{24 million to B.E.A 





1 ____________ 








The proposals of the British ‘Transport 
Commission to increase certain railway fares 
and charges (see page 10) have been criticised 
by the National Union of Manufacturers which 
accuses it of trying to “‘gloss over’’ the effect of 
the increase in charges on small consignments 
This will cover almost every package sent by 
rail by some light industries 


The Birmingham and Midland Motor 
Omnibus Co., Limited, has been granted a 
Coventry—London service using M.] 
(See page 4). 


coach 


Che International Air Transport Association 
is to organise a conference next spring to discuss 
supersonic transport aircraft. (See page 9). 
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THE STATE AND TRANSPORT 
ECONOMICS 


Degree of Control 


E 





is probably true to say that internal trans 


port cursed——in this 
country by more legislative and administra 


[’ been 


has blessed or 


tive 





control than any other industry. Parlia 
ment was inevitably concerned with railway 
iflairs from the start, since any railway project 
needed the sanction of a private Act before it 
could be constructed The first such Act for 
railway fe public use was the Stockton 
Darlington Act of 1821, though there had beet 
16 earlic Act dealin vith til i t mway 
truction f p ite purp mainly fe 
ul A great rus ilw | ject un 
Zz 1 1 1loOhowing le i 1 ga T 
DI l P iam t I { 
t lation $40 of t I \ Dey 
t of the B oint 
1 | t Ft t (y I IX A 
I \ f the Depart tw lequat 
1 | lent gave no g to the prin 
ples which should govern the use of uch 
powers as they had 
The year 1844 produced a curious Act which gav 
rs to revise the rates of n mpanies after 
1 irs if fits had amounted to 10 per cent for 
tl \ ibject t i state g larante of 10 per 
nt profit for 21 irs; but the powers could be 
ised only after the passing of a new Act The Act 
is, of course, completely unworkable 


It was provided in the Railway Clauses Consoli 
dation Act of 1845 that all rates should be published 
ind that there should be equality of charges in like 
circumstances, and in the Railway Traffic Act of 
1854 that there must be no undue preferences 
[hese provisions set the pattern for the control of 


railway charges for a hundred years to come 


The Act of 1921 and After 
In the 1914-18 the Government took over 
control of the railways and operated them through 
the Railway Executive Committee composed of 
general managers. 


Wal 


No increase in goods charges 


was made during the war, but passenger fares, 
which had been based for 70 years on the one 
penny a mile of the Parliamentary train, were 
increased by 50 per cent to dis« ourage travel hTe 


result of freezing goods rates was that the Govern 
ment had to pay very large sums in compensation 
to the railways and rates had to be increased by 112 


per cent in 1920. The figure was determined by 
the Rates Advisory Committee which had been 
appointed under the Ministry of Transport Act, 
1919. This Act had set up the new Ministry of 
rransport, transferred to it the inland transport 
functions of the Board of Trade and given it wide 
new powers. 

When the Government decided to amalgamate 
over 100 railway companies into four groups, 
it became necessary to decide their future 


charging system. The question was referred to the 
Rates Advisory Committee whose recommendations, 
made after a public inquiry at which the railway 


companies and railway users had an opportunity of 


stating their views, were embodied in Part II of 
the Railways Act, 1921. The Committee had 
found that, at a time when costs and other condi 


tions might change rapidly, statutory maxima were 
not flexible enough: they must either be so high 
as to be ineffective or at such a level that frequent 
ipplication to Parliament might be necessary. 

hey had therefore recommended the appoint 
ment of a tribunal (the Railway Rates Tribunal), 
vhich would fix and idjust railway 


with other sources of 


periodically 
charges so as to produc i 
evenue, standard net revenues equivalent to the 
1913 net re for additional 


capital. The principles of classification and taper 


venues plus allowances 


according to 


distance were to be maintained while 
exceptional rates were to be continued, but to a 
reduced extent. Section 1 of the 1894 Act, which 


had stereotyped exceptional rates, was to be re- 


pealed and a greater latitude to increase such rates 
is to be given 
Exceptional Rates 
Ihe position at that time was that the bulk of 
railway goods traffic was being carried at excep 


tional rates which numbered many millions. The 
intention of the Railways Act was to get rid of 
many of the exceptional rates and to limit their 
grant in the future. This was logical and in accord 
with the theory behind the Act that, with the duty 
on the Tribunal to ensure the earning of standard 
revenues, undue reductions to one trader would be 
at the expense of other users. 

It is easy for us to see, blessed with wisdom after 
the event, that, however admirable such a scheme 
might have been had the railways been the only 
carriers, it was bound to break down hopelessly in 
a period of intense competition from road hauliers 
and the wholesale abstraction from the railways of 
remunerative traffic carried in owners’ vehicles 


Effect of Road Competition 

It took six years of intensive work by the Tri 
bunal, the railway companies and bodies represent- 
ing traders before the new system of goods charges 
was put into operation, and by the end of that time 
circumstances had changed drastically. Instead of 
having a large measure of monopoly, as it had been 
assumed they would have after amalgamation, the 
railways were faced with the development of intense 
and rapidly growing road competition. To this 
competition they were particularly vulnerable since 
their charges were still based—as they had been 
under the Act of 1888—on a classification by value 
which resulted in a wide difference between the 
rates for high class and for low class traffic. Road 
hauliers, competing mainly for high grade traffic, 
with charges based on road costs and free from any 
regulation of charges, were in a very favourable 
competitive position. The relatively high railway 
rates for high class traffic idded impetus 
to the tendency of traders to run their own trans- 
port. The outcome that the Tribunal were 
never able to adjust charges so as to produce stan- 
dard revenues and, instead of exceptional rates 
becoming fewer, they had to be greatly increased in 
number and had to allow for even greater reduc 
tions than before. 


ulso gave 


was 





* Paper presented to the London Congress of the Institate of 
Transport on April 27. The author, a past president, was lately 
permanent secretary, Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation 


y Sir GILMOUR JENKINS, K.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., MAUnst.T." 


On the outbreak of war in 1939 the Government 


again took control of the railways and operated 
them through the Railway Executive Committe« 
So great was the increase of traffic through the 





virtual closing of the 
London, through incr 
through the 


ast coast ports, particularly 
ased Government traffic and 


limitations on road transport due to 








petrol shortage that, in spite of a sharp rise in 
costs, railway goods charge had been increased by 
only xth at th nd of th i I t] 
b in wt fal and id competiti 
] Pp agal Cs q tiy, by ti 1947 
it id been necessa t authori im in i 

i 1 S 55 p n p A 

Transport Acts of 1947 and 1953 
I id t of tl Lat G ni at t 
f tl t first Transp 
| 1947. It created the British Tra 
t ( I I r st ] I ‘ ti i t 

ra iys and their properties and undertaking 
including the railway docks) and provided that 
they should acquire the bulk of long distance road 
haulage. But it placed no limitations on the con 
tinuance or future development of privately owned 
road transport. The Commission were not left with 
control of their own charges. The Railway Rates 
rribunal was continued under the new name of the 
rransport Tribunal and the principal charges of 
the Commission were to be determined by charges 


schemes confirmed by the Tribunal, after public 
inquiries at which bodies representing users would 
have the opportunity of being heard 

No draft merchandise scheme was submitted 
before the Transport Act of 1953 changed the whole 
basis of railway charges, but schemes, and amend 
ing schemes, passenger charges in the 
London area and for all the Commission's passenger 
services were submitted and confirmed by th 
Tribunal 


covering 


Situation Transformed 

The Transport Act, 1953, transformed the situa 
tion Its main features were provisions for the 
reorganisation of the railways, for the return to 
private enterprise of the bulk of the Commission's 
road haulage fleet and for giving the Commission 
much greater freedom of charge. The Act retained 
the obligation to produce charges schemes but laid 
down that they should normally provide for maxi 


mum charges and not for either fixed or for stan 
dard charges. It swept away the equality and 
undue preference restrictions and empowered the 


Commission to make agreed charges without asking 
for the Tribunal’s consent and without publication 


It also left complete freedom of charge for road 
haulage 
The new system gives the Commission a wide 


measure of flexibility in their charges and scope to 
adapt them to the needs of their customers and they 
can compete for traffic without many of the 
previous handicaps. The customer is protected in 
those cases where there is no reasonable alternative 
to rail transport by the right to appeal to the Tri 
bunal if he thinks that the charges imposed on him 


are unreasonable. There are also statutory provi 
sions giving a measure of protection to coasting 
shipping and to independent canals and canal 


carriers and to harbour undertakings 


Need For Modernisation 
But the railways were not equipped to take 
proper advantage of their new freedom and moré 
flexible management without extensive and expen 
sive modernisation. To meet the new 
provide adequate their and 
to meet intensified road competition, the Commis 


situation, to 


services to customers 


sion launched their modernisation scheme in 1955 
They estimated it would cost £1,200 million—later 
revised to £1,500 million—of which about half 


would be accounted for by 
While there was every hope 
completed would place the 
economic footing it 
immediate prospe 

ij 

The Government therefore called for a review by 
the Ministry and the Commission and, as a result 
the Transport (Railway Finances) Act was passed 
in 1957. This authorised the Commigsion to borrow 
from the Consolidated Fund sums required to 
finance deficits on revenue account up toa total of 
£250 million (later increased to £400 million) plus 
interest during the years up to 1962, and also to 
borrow moneys required to meet the interest on 
capital used for the modernisation programme 
The obligation under the 1947 Act to balance 
revenue and expenditure ‘‘taking one year with 


normal maintenance. 
that the scheme when 
railways on a sound 
that there was no 
ct of their being able to pay their 


was clear 


another’ is therefore in abeyance for the time 
being 
Much must be omitted, but it is necessary to 


mention one rather unexpected result of nation- 
alisation, the belief in the public mind that the 
Government were thenceforward responsible for 
railway fares and freights. This would not have 
mattered so much if Governments (of all parties) 
had not proved unduly sensitive to this belief. The 
result of their fear of the political consequences of 
increases in rail charges has been to delay seriously 
all applications by the Commission to increase 
charges. In a time of rapid inflation, the financial 
damage to the Commission has been very serious. 


Control of Road Transport 

To turn to the roads, state action has, of course, 
been entirely different. Railways had needed 
Parliamentary powers to lay their tracks, but in 
the early 1920s anyone who owned a lorry could 
operate a haulage business and, subject to such 
controls as some local authorities exercised, anyone 
who could procure a bus could run a service with it. 
The case was not quite the same in respect of the 
carriage of goods. Competition between road 
hauliers themselves was severe: but the effect upon 
the railways, restricted as they were in their charg- 
ing of competition from small hauliers 
subject to no control but capable of taking away 
much of their most remunerative traffic 
damaging 

What the Government did was to set up a Royal 
Commission in 1928 to consider the whole problem. 
As a result of their recommendations the Road 
Traffic Act, 1930, was passed to deal with road 
passenger traffic. Road haulage was dealt with in 

Continued on page 14) 
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express service 


On main-line 





SACS spherical roller bearing axleboxes 

are fitted to the first main line diesel hydraulic 
locomotive to be built in British Railways’ own 
workshops—Sir Brian Robertson, No, D800 
This locomotive is now in regular service with 


many other types of FP -equipped 


locomotives and rolling stock 
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OVER ONEMILLION S9KF ROLLER BEARING AXLEBOXES H AVE NOW BEEN SUPPLIED TO THE RAILWAYS OF THE WORLD 
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Originators 
of two 
simple movements 
to clear the route 



















For speeding up traffic and reducing man- 
power requirements, the NX (eNtrance/eXit) 


system of train control provides a safe, efficient 





and simple method of power signalling. Two 
simple movements set all necessary points and 


clear signals for a complete route 





1 Console and illuminated diagram installed at 
Potters Bar, British Railways, Eastern Region. 


2 Control panel at Temple Mills West, British 
Railways, Eastern Region, operating signalling 
and interlocking for the west end of Temple Mills 
Marshalling Yard 


3 Control panel at Faversham, British Rail- 
ways, Southern Region, controlling signalling at 
Faversham Station and the junction for the 
Canterbury, Margate and Ramsgate lines. 

Photographs by courtesy of British Railways. 


AEI-—GRS LIMITED, 132-135, LONG ACRE, LONDON, WC2 TEMPLE BAR 3444 
An AEI Company 
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Coventry Motorway Service 


LTHOUGH ecriticiem of inadequate railway 
facilities between Coventry and London was 
not well-founded, say the West Midland 

Area Traffic Commissioners, the Midland ‘‘Red 
company has been authorised an express coach 
service between the two cities over the M1 motor 
way, but with a maximum daily vehicle allowance 
of four on three departures from either end. The 
return fare is 198. 3d. (2138. 9d. on summer 
Saturdays}. The application was for four coache 
on timings. Mr. J. R. C. Samuel 
Gibbon, for the B.T.( submitted that road fares 

brought into line but the 
rm say ti this should have 
London 


ght 


each of five 


“ ith 
pe nnt 
tirmingham 


notorway appli ion ‘ ad obiectors s 


raul 
OmmMissione iat 


beer raised the first 


ryt f¢ 
eeTvice ; 


timings tX 

Saturdays 

vay and low ervice 
bined schedule Mr. R 
manager of the company Said it 
bookings for 1,891 seats 
between November, 1959 


offered 


nce of 


! 
on the motorway service 
und February, 1960. N« 
British Railways rr 


tM reduction in 


evidence was by in 
buttal of 
facilities necessitated during electrification of 
Manchester—-E.uston line. The Commissioners have 
authorised an additional 
timing, making six available on each timing. In 
addition to this, the operator has since March 
1959, been allowed to operate duplicate vehicles 
on its services over the motorway if they 
are carrying end-to-end traffic only The grants 
now made are to be regarded as open to review if 
and when there is any marked increase in the 
relative railway services 


L.7.E. and Factory Hours Plan 


M EETINGS between representatives of London 
" Transport and industrial concerns of the 
London factory belt have resulted in new staggered 
hours plans to ease travel problems for engineering 
workers who have gone over from the 44- to the 
42-hour week. The change has meant new fin:shing 
times for tens of thousands of London factory 
workers with the prospect of upsetting their bus 
travel arrangements Now improved staggered 
hours have been introduced at key factories in 
the Dagenham, Woolwich, Greenford, Tottenham 
{iford, Stevenage, Luton, Dunstable, Western 
Avenue and Watford by areas At Ilford 
nearly two-thirds of the 10,000 workers who would 
are 


evide railu 


two vehicles on ¢« 


‘slow’ 


pass 
normally leave the factories at 5.30 p.m now 
going home between 5 p.m. and 5.15 p.m. in 
order to have easier travel conditions At Dagen 
ham (eas.ly the largest single problem area), where 


over 30,000 people work, no more than 6,000 leave 
at any single time, due to the staggering measures 
One factory has workers finishing at five separate 
times. In some areas, notably Dagenham, many 
workers carried by bus only far as the 
nearest Underground station 


are as 


{tlantean Trials in South Africa 
Tw » Leyland 


to South 


Atlantean buses are being shipped 
Africa for tests and demonstrations 
are fitted with 78-seat M.C.W ill 
Modificativ include 11.00 by 

section for the loadin 
both 


} 
veen Rive 


vehicles 


Both 


metal bodies ns 


front and 


Ostend and Blankenberge. He commenced book 
ing for the forthcoming season on January | of 
this year and within 20 days, it was stated, the 
tours were fully booked for the peak period of the 
season, and intending passengers were being turned 
away. Mr. T. H. Campbell Wardlaw said that his 
client had set out to bring to the working people 
of Tees-side a Continental tour which was within 
the limit of their financial means. He provided a 
door-to-door service, though his vehicles did not 
cross the Channel, arrangements being made with 
local Be lgian coach operators for passengers to be 
The tours were ‘‘reé 
rising to 18 g 
accommodation and food 
plus a tour into Holland heir popu 
firmly ees-sice 


transported to local hotels 


markably che 


h included 


lich seu 


ap 15 guineas l1ineas 


the 
for a week 


had established on 1 


rity become 


R.H.A, Approaches on Rail Rates 
REPORTS } many instances of what 


deeme 
submitte ring the 


1959-60 


In the British Coach Rally held at Brighton last weekend, highest aggregate marks in all 


sections, winning the title ‘‘coach of the year’’ 


Roset-bodied Scania Vabis entered by Firma 


and the Brighton Trophy, were gained by a 
Beuk, Noordwijk aan Zee, Holland; interior 


and exterior pictures appear above 


rramways Co., Limited, Cape Town, and possibly 
at some later date to Port Elizabeth. The second is 
to be placed in service on a demonstration and trial 
basis with various municipal authorities and bus 
undertakings in Natal, the Transvaal and the 
Orange Free State. It is equipped with the 150-h.p 
©.680 diese] engine, so that its performance at an 
altitude of 5,000 ft. will be strictly comparable 
with the 0.600 version operating at sea level 


Cheap Continental Tours 


\ application by Mr. R. L. Hardwick, Middles 
> brough, to be allowed to operate an aggregate 
of nine on any outward weekend tour 
between Tees-side and Dover for tourists proceed 
ing to Belgium was partially successful when the 
Northern Area Traffic Commissioners granted him 
an increase of two vehicles for a limited period 
Mr. Hardwick commenced operating early last year 
one vehicle on an experimental basis on a tour to 


coac hes 


way as to distinguish between the costs of freight 
and passenger services These approaches met 
with denials of rate cutting from the B.T.C. and 
the view that it was impossible to publ'sh accounts 
in the form suggested. ‘It is of sombre satis 
faction to learn at the time of writing that the 
level of freight charges of the Commission appears 
to have done nothing to arrest the accumulating 
deficits and, further, that politicians’ discontent 
with the railways’ position is being translated into 
insistence that the Commission's show 
exactly where and how the 
incurred,’’ says the report 
The licensing committee of the R.H.A. has given 
much attention to the sub ect of ‘‘normal 
It was disappointed to learn from the Transport 
Tribunal that it unlikely ever to attempt a 
definition of the normal’’ as in 
declarations of normal user.’ In the of 
the Association, therefore, there are to no 
authoritative views to indicate the extent to which 


accounts 


deficits are being 


user 


was 
word used 
view 


be 
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a carrier may depart from his ‘‘normal user’’ with 
out jeopardising his licence. However, recent 
cases have not proved as damaging to the interests 
of A-licensees generally as had been feared. 
Nevertheless, the Association intends to continue 
its vigilance and to resist any limitation of the 
reasonable flexibility of operation which A-licensees 
require 1n the service of their customers. It is also 
made known that the committee is examining 
licensing legislation and will produce a report 
recommending amendments to this aspect of the 
law. This is to bring to the attention of the 
Government desirable reforms in a licensing system 
of which 27 years 

The express carriers group reports that inquiries 
have continued during the year into the possibility 
to provide an additional! 
rs by arranging for parcels 
for delivery Continenta! 

i corresponding distribution 
intry the Continent 
is already being gained from 
rrently being operated 

D5 a Ine het i ‘ J t I At the 
1959 the general fund of the R.H.A. stood at 


£138,872 and 


the basis was established ago 
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their ¢ 
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staff 


ob is 


' 
I pro} I 
London busmen’s main conte 
favo of this is th he persistent serious 
the 


shortage will not be overcome until 


made financially more attractive 


Bigger P.S.V. Representations 


(THE annual report of the Public Transport 

* Association records that the operator associa 
tions, together with the Society of Motor Manufac 
turers and Traders, have approached the Ministrv 
of Transport requesting that the present maximum 
permitted overall of public service 
vehicles should be increased to (a) a length of 
11 metres (36 ft.) and (b) a width metres 
(8.2 ft.). These, it is pointed out, are the dimen 
sions specified for passenger vehicles in the Inter 
national Convention on Road Traffic concluded at 
Geneva in 1949, which the United Kingdom 
then subscribed, and today, apart from the United 
Kingdom, the republics of Ireland and Portugal are 
the only European countries which restrict the 
size of passenger vehicles to less dimensions. A 
number of countries already permit even larger 
vehicles within their own boundaries 


dimensions 


of 2.5 


to 


Bus and Coach Developments 


Wales Transport Limited, applies for extended 
m Hereford licen mans, Miller and Co. (Tours 
ve Limited he earlier lications by two 
mcerns to co-ordinate their activiti ive been withdr 
Thomas Bros. (Por 
ervice W th open-to ( 
and Sandfields Estate via th 
yuurchased a Bristol K \ 1a 
and District Omnibus Co., 


proposes a 


between Aberavon 


Phe 


le t 


rec 


ympany 
removal p from the B 


Limited 








To get th 


Birmingham’s Inner Ring Road took a big 
step forward when this fly-over bridge was 


completed. 


68 seven-ton concrete beams 


were positioned with minimum disruption 
of traffic. B.R.S. had a major role, delivering 
the beams to the site at 45-minute intervals 
from the manufacturers fifty miles away. 


Pickfords 


Division of 


B.R.S. provided 


cranes to lift the beams into position. 


ings moving-—get BR 


The construction of the Inner Ring Road is being carried out under the direction of Sir Herbert J. Manzoni, C.B.E., City Engineer and Surveyor. 


B.R.S. Depot Manager, R. R. Cattle 
complex timetabling, his work included liaison with 


and 


Apart from 


police, briefing drivers, detailing spare crews, 
dovetailing turn-rounds. 


Chirteen lorries shuttled between Nottingham and 
Birmingham with their concrete cargoes. The §3-ft. 
loads were carried on vehicles with bogie-trailers. 


Night work meant road below was closed only for 
Friday night and Sunday. Strict adherence to schedule 
won praise for B.R.S. from The Hoveringham 
Concrete Company Ltd: ‘ We congratulate British 
Road Services . . . for the excellent arrangements... 
all loads arrived, without a hitch, on time.’ 


ITISH ROAD SERVICES 


YOU'LL FIND 


THEM IN THE ’PHONE BOOK 
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLE TEST 


Ford Thames 15 cwt. Delivery Van‘ 


COMPACT DIMENSIONS MAKE FOR EASY HANDLING 


LTHOUGH the Thames 10-12 and 15-cwt. van 
ilready firmly established in most 
departments of light commercial vehicle 
operati n having been introduced by Ford Motor 
Co., Limited, as long o as November, 1957, it 
vas not 


‘ 
until recently that we had tunity 


rang Ss 
ange 1 


an opp 


Drawing giving principal dimensions of 
Thames 15-cwt van fitted with optional 
side-loading door 


jectin on 


I y 
5 
vad test. The 


dard 
test 


van and 


ymprising an 
TEST RESULTS 


Vehicle Details 


ENGINE: Four-cylin 
stroke #13 in 
compressic 
utput 6-9 to 


itres 
max 
t 2.000 Lr 


[RANSMISSION : Clutch, hydraulically operated single \ 
friction area 61°56 sq. in 396°R sq gearbox, 
speed synchromest I $27, 1-691 
It 1 forward I 
tear ax'e, ti 
4°62 to 1 standard 


SRAKI 


" 
TYRES 
WHEELBA 


WEIGHT In 
1,007 ke 


Price: Van complete in primer £469 


AT A GLANCE 





mesh on second and third open tubular 
shaft and hypoid three-quarter-floating rear axle 
On the 15-cwt. range the standard axle 4.62 
to 1, while a 5.12 to 1 gear is optionall 
Suspension is by long semi-elliptic springs, rut 

1 by type shock abs 


ependent wishbones 


gears, an 


ratio 1s } 
ivailable i 
i 


| lever 


bushed and dampe 
in 


lamp 


Bodyw ork 


Standard 


ing space beside the driver when the optional 
180 cu. ft. Th 
ning width of 
length 13 ft 


vhen optional rear 


Sé t is not é 
| 
i 


passeng 
ing door has an op 
Overall dimensions are 


13 ft. 6} in 


nal side-loac 


pti 
2 ft. 7} in 
l 


7 in ncreased to 


Test Results 
n Kent and Surre 

nd co 
> WEIGHT 


154 cwt. approx 


1 ton 16} cwt 

7844 kg 

Continuot 
10°35 km 

6 mile 


INSU MPTION 
29-2 m.p.s 
tops per mile over 


19-4 Mm. pg 


55.5 (20 tonnes/ km. / litre 


PayLoaD TON /M.P.G: 22-8 (8-2 tonnes /km tre 
MAxiot 


TURNING CIRCLE $5 ft 


M GRADIENT IMBED: 1 in 4} (23-5 per 


10-7 m.) wheeltrack 


6-30 per 


EsTimaTep Tor r 60 m.p.h. (96 k.p.h 
OVERALL Ft 


driving, inc 


EL CONSUMPTION For 100 miles hard 
25 miles in London suburt raffic and 
22 m.p.g. (780 km. per 100 litres 


luding 


all test sections 








integral welded-steel front-end section and a 
ladder-type rear chassis section—an arrangement 
that combines the strength with light weight of 
integral construction and the convenience of a 
conventional rear frame for fitting bodywork to 
suit individual applications. The 
vehicle is available as a standard 
van with hinged doors; with an 
additional loading door on the 
near side when required; furnished 
1s an 8- or 10-seat station wagon 
or 12-seat is chassis-front 
end or suit which 
various ¢ rs have deve 
loped pick-up, dropside LET 
variety of purposes 


bus; or 

chassis-cab 
oachbuilde 
and ot 


bodies for a 


Vehicle Details 
Conforming to the 
concept of medium-capacity 
delivery vehicles, the Thames has 
a wheelbase of only 7 ft. t 
turning circle of 35 ft. and higt 
manoeuvrability, a full for 

control cab projected forwar 
the front axle for quick and easy 
and the placed 
between the front 
axle, so providing ability to move 
fairly easily from side to side 
of the cab. It embodies well 
proved running units in high 

production developed for the Ford Consul car, 
which keeps price to a minimum. The power unit 
is the four-cylinder 1.7-litre overhead-valve petrol 
engine, which is available in the van range, as in 
the car, with compression ratio of either 6.9 to 1, 
giving a maximum net output of 52 b.h.p. at 4,400 


modern 


»)plvea 


rd 
Varad 


access engine I 


seats over the 


“ate 


‘—_ ae co 
ee 


The Thames rear doors are retained in the open position by torsion rods, details of which can 
be seen in the picture on the right 


r.p.m. on standard fuel, or 7.8 to 1 for higher 
performance on premium petrols. Transmission is 
through an 8}-in. hydraulically operated single 
dryplate clutch, three-speed gearbox with synchro- 





* No. 470 in the MopeRN Transport series of road tests 


A Thames 15-cwt van equipped with Auto Diesels gas turbine- 
compressor set in service with Pan American Airways for 
starting Boeing 707 jet aircraft at London Airport 


quarter bumpers are fitted, width 5 ft. 10} in. and 
height 6 ft. 6} in., while the taxation weight of the 
15-cwt. van is about 19} cwt 

The recommended maximum gross weight of the 
ton 17} cwt. and the test 


15-cwt. version is 1 


vehicle, with a full 15-cwt. payload, test equip 
ment, spare fuel, driver and certain optional items, 
such as passenger seat and heater-demister, was run 
at about 4 cwt. in excess of this figure. On the 
weighbridge, the weight without driver was re 
corded as 1 ton 16} cwt., of which only 15} cwt 


was borne by the front axle, but the load of ballast 
had been positioned more towards the rear of the 
body and was not spread evenly over the floor. At 
this total weight and with this distribution the 
steering was light and accurate and the vehicle was 


1; TON VAN 


petrol or diesel powered 


FORWARD 
CONTROL 

all-steel body 

300 cu. ft. capacity 








(Continued on page 10) 


Also available 
NORMAL CONTROL 


185 cu. ft. capacity 


@® Four-cylinder o.h.v. petrol engine developing 
56 b.h.p. or four-cylinder 
light diesel engine, developing 48 b.h.p 
Robust four-speed synchromesh gearbox, ideal 
for ‘stop and start’ service. 
Fully-floating spiral bevel rear axle. 
Smooth ride suspension, hydraulically 
damped. 

® Powerful hydraulic brakes, safe and sure. 

@ Exceptional visibility and manoeuvrability 

8 Comfortable, wide vision driver’s 
compartment. 


Literature on request from your local Commer dealer. 


A ROOTES 


COMMER CARS LTD. LUTON BEDS. 


PRODUCT—BUILT STRONGER TO 


LAST LONGER! 


EXPORT DIVISION: ROOTES LTD. DEVONSHIRE HOUSE PICCADILLY LONDON W.! 


your loads 


THE MORE YOU NEED 


DUNLOP 


GIANT TYRES 


The heavier the load the greater the 
stress on the tyres. For complete 
reliability, very long mileage and 
maximum safety choose from the 
Dunlop range of Giants. There 

is a tyre for the heaviest load, a 
tyre for the roughest roads. 

In fact, a tyre individually 

buftt to sult your needs. 
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T tractors, earthmovers and road 

ROAD VEHICLE INDUSTRY =o 2-872. 

This year the company will have 

—— - working a giant crawler tractor 

‘i powered by a simple-cycle gas 

Leyland Forms New African Company turbine, to gain installational 

and operational experience with 

eines i this type of engine, and has a 

regenerative gas turbine of its 

ORMATION of a new company in Africa has miles from the Cape to the Sudan and roughly own design running under obser- 

been announced by Leyland Motors, Limited, 1,000 miles acres Gailey and Roberts, Limited, vation in a test cell. The com- 

to cover the territories of Kenya, Uganda and which company has handled Albion sales for nearly pany also has a  free-piston 

Tanganyika, where some 2,000 Leyland group 40 years and more recently Leyland and S« ammell, gasifier-turbine power unit of its 

vehicles are already in operation, It will also handle will in future act as con essionaire for Leyland own design at present undergoing 
sales and service in Somalia and will shortly appoint group products in Uganda and Tanganyika. It will cycling tests 





Corrosion In Cast Iron 
ECENT studies by Shell 






Re search Limited, and First complete air-suspension chassis frame produced at the 
tne Fulmer Research Rubery Owen Darlaston works for the Guy Wulfrunian 
Institute have thrown important double-deck bus, delivered recently 
light on the problem of 
corrosion in cast iron. They were described in a Organisation in 1945 to co-operate in reducing 
i 7 Influey f ti icon in Ca lror n i lents W 1 tl British Mot ( " l 
Corr W ear i l : f vas 19 x v 
| f I i i H f O 
Eng I 43 194 10 
t I I p } 1959 
R D t g I | 
4 n é 1 100,000 | ir I 1945 t 0-94 in 1959 
at It 
The latest Cummins diesel-powered International Harvester bonneted road tractor (see par. ee ' a ga W : 194 ! 
on this page) and, right, official handing over of first Albion Chieftain by Leyland Motors IncueN £ SiICON 5 NOt yet fully understood, and ‘ 
(U.S.A.) to am American operator (‘‘Modern Transport,’’ March 19) a oo gt pautipega vie Clayton Dewandre Expansion 
iiready optained are it great importance y 
a concessionaire in Mogadisci rhe company il] also 8 provicle spares and = service facilities L ING | fa factory u A mpt 
ade under the itle of eyland Ibior ast .am pala lar-es-Salaam, Mwanza rusha and , ’ “er been secured by the (¢ t Dewandre ( 
pres a} 1 ienited br its Pca Mice po ‘ ‘in re ra o : B. MC. Factory Safety Guide Limited, in rder t pr 
Nairobi. Directors of the company are Sir Henry 4" ACH one of the 58,000 workers in the British lucti —— rit 1! i 
Spurrier and Mr. |. | Blackwood Murray, Ley . . 4 Motor Corporation, Limited, are to be issued ponents and for ti manutactur f its 1 igt 
ake s resident director in southern Africa The LH. Developing Veu Power nits vith a small pocket book designed as a weight cuum brake ser for rs and yar \ 
new company has an initial spares stock holding if EPORTED in a recent edition of Jnternational personal guide to factory safety. Entitled For Your ! ibsidiary « mpany P r Brakes, Limited 
of £200,000 Together with the companies in Harvester Horizons, the engineering research Safety, the 32-page booklet is part of the B.M.( has be n formed to deal with th | investment 
southern and central] Africa, the Leyland organ- group of International Harvester Company drive to cut down still further its accident rate i 1 in the southan } V pment 
ization in Africa now becomes one of the biggest of has been at work in America for some time on two which already has been much reduced in recent 
its kind. Under the direction of its headquarters new engines—a gas turbine and a free-piston years. The book has been compiled by a panel of New International Vehicle Range 


near Johannesburg, the territory extends 2,500 vasifier, both of high power for driving the bigger safety officers, which was formed in the Nuffield . 
8 8 ; gn} 8 ated 7 : Kage I design, significant reductions in 


chassis weight and Cummins diesel engines 








feature in a new range of normal-control road 
tractors announced International Harvester 
4 | Export Company, Chicago. With a length of only 


90 in. from bumper to back of cab, both four- and 


six-wheel versions are offered for gross combination 
veight ratings from 61,000 to 79,000 lb., in stan 
dard BC-D and lightweight BC-DL chassis. Weight 
reductions and improved load distribution are 
claimed to provide an increase in payload of 800 Ib 
compared with previous I.H. tractors for standard 
versions; an additional 200 lb. capacity with light 
veight chassis is achieved by wide use of aluminium 
components. Similar weight reductions have been 
made in the company’s forward-control DCO-405 


road tractor range 


Vehicle Interior Cleaner 


ESIGNED primarily to provide a service diffi 


cult to obtain by the private motorist 


removing dust and rubbish quickly from a 





car interior—a new industrial vacuum cleaner 
introduced by Vacmobile Manufacturing Co., 
Limited lbion Works, Old Oak Common Lane, 
London, N.W.10, has much in its design to com 
mend it to commercial vehicle operators. Named 
Vacmobile, the cleaner is powered by a 1-h.p 
cont.) self-cooled electric motor driving a three 











Vacmobile self-service car interior cleaner 
in operation on a Hillman estate car 


m vhich is claimed 











stage pressure fan at 9,000 1 | 
to provide an air flow of 400 cu. ft./min. and a 
“5 PACINO IN ANRC RE depression of 65 in. s.w.g The power unit is 









protected by a filter to prevent dust and debris 
passing through the motor and the quickly remov- 
able dust container has a capacity of about 5 cu. ft 
In its initial form, the Vacmobile is mounted in a 


veo mee success story. Whether you sell castored cabinet, of about the same dimensions as 


the average petrol pump, designed for service 


something to eat or something to cook with, station forecourts, and is fitted with a coin meter 
arranged to provide 3 min. self-service cleaning 





it’s success for you from the moment you time for 6d 


order your first Thames, from the moment you Round-The-Clock Parts Service 


ELIEVED to be the first such application, a 
telephone answering machine (affection 
ately named Tammy [TAMmy]) has been 

installed by Vauxhall Motors, Limited, at its parts 
department at Dunstable. By its means a round- 
the-clock telephone service for urgent orders for 


make your first delivery. Success all the way 
because of Thames business-like style: 


because wherever Thames are parked, they 


——— | ese bring credit to your name. Success because parts is provided for Bedford and Vauxhall main 
“ : 7 , dealers. Dialling a special number connects them 
Thames are so easy to manage and drive, so with the machine, which then invites the caller 
; to state his requirements and records them on tape 
easy to pay for and run. And the more you against the return of parts-store staff to duty. 
now abo s more you like them. : . , 

; about Enemas, the more you Mike them Perkins Aids Bombay Road Transport 
Like an introduction? Go and see your Ford He Peterborough diesel engine company, 
‘ Perkins Engines, Limited, is assisting the 
cada ah eink an Dealer. He'll tell you how to put Thames to Bombay State Road Transport Corporation 
» , in a plan to produce qualified engineers and 
work most successfully for you. mechanics to maintain more than 3,000 Perkins- 





powered vehicles operated by the corporation. The 
corporation has established two service and appren- 
tice training schools, one at its central workshops 
at Dapodi, Poona, and the other at the regional 
workshops at Ahmedabad. Perkins has supplied a 
number of sectioned and statically mounted opera 
tional engines and other instructional equipment 
for the schools and has also loaned service instruc- 
tors to assist in the formation of the schools. 
Bombay State Road Transport is the biggest single 
user of Perkins engines in the world after British 


Railways. The corporation owns 2,500 buses and 


BRITAIN’'S BEST SELLERS -— THAMES VANS AND TRUCKS more than 600 goods vehicles powered by Perkins 


engines, operating over 55.000 route miles. 
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1960 faces time of evolution 
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( ( ect iy to harness the pte 
tot transport needs of the future is to fly direct 
} 


from city centre to city centre in 
Che helicopter in its various forms is, 
likely to be only for 

r distance in the next 
then its costs will be higher than fo 


suitable outes of up to 


miles sect generation or so 
ind even fixed 


ving 
From the point of view of 
the helic 


prospec ts over all 


transp 
journey time, at 
indoubtedly offers 


short-haul 


premium fares, 
the most promising 
routes \W can look for cruising speeds ot up to 
about 175 knots (200 m.p.h.) and payloads of up 


opter 


to about 50 passengers by 1970—whether by 
developments of the Rotodyne or the more con 
ventional form of helicopter such as the Bristol 
Belvedere or the Westland Westminster—probably 
with stub wings added 

Vertical Take-off and Landing (V.T.O.L.) with 
jets is, in my view, not a possible solution for city 
centre air traffic within the foreseeable future. The 
noise element quite apart from the economy—or 
lack thereof—would rule out V.T.O.L. from any 
proximity to built up areas 

Long-Haul Supersonics 

On the long-haul routes we are today at the 
stage of assimilating the large subsonic jets. These 
aircraft, which carry up to about 180 passengers 
each, are currently cruising at between 550 and 


580 m.p.h.—speeds which would have been con 
sidered fantastic 20 years ago. The subsonic jets, 
flying at about 88 per cent of the speed of sound 
Mach 0.88), seem likely to have, in their various 
forms, a first line service life of between 10 to 12 
years. That is longer than any of their predecessors 

brought about by their high cost, airline financial 
stringencies and the fact that they have reached a 
speed plateau which will remain until the super 
sonic era arrives 

There now seems no doubt at all that these large 
subsonic jets will be superseded on the major long 
I l ites of the 


1aul ro world by the supersonic tr 


flying at rather more than 


insport 


1eroplane capable of 








twice the speed of sound (Mach 2 1,150 knots 
1,320 m.p.h Whether the first superso trans 
t aeropian f the early 1970s—should be made 
in light alloy and therefore limited to about Mac! 
2.2 (1,260 knots n kinetic heating grounds, or 
vhether it should be made of steel and titanium 








ind therefore capable of withstanding skin tem 
peratures r ither above Mach 3 (1,730 knots), is one 
f the most controversial topics of the moment 
Assuming, however, that the easier task of Mach 
2.2 is accepted, the airport-to-airport journey time 
De een London and New York will be reduced to 
il three hours It has the effect of bringing 
N York almost into the short-haul field in terms 
of time taken rhe advantages of the supersoni 
1eroplane for genuine medium- and _ short-haul 
routes is, however, much less pronounced. In con 


sequence the appearances are that the, inevitable, 

transport aeroplane will find its major 
wtivity on the long-haul routes of the world from 
which a network of feeder, subsonic, services will 
probably fan out 

In this pattern a world demand for some 300 
long-range 120-passenger supersonic transport air 
craft by the early 1970s can be forecast with con 
fidence, costing perhaps some £4 million each with 
an earning capacity of some £7,500,000 per annum 
for each aircraft. They would, by this date, replace 
existing large subsonic jet aircraft on the longer 
ranges, say 1,000 miles upwards 


Cost Trends 
his leads us directly to the subject of costs 
Upon a satisfactory economic pattern in the future 
must depend both the growth and the financial 
stability of world air transport. In the postwar 
period the history of the direct operating costs 
which are the costs directly associated with the air 
craft such as depreciation, fuel and maintenance 
costs—of contemporary transport aircraft, have 
shown a steady improvement. The average figures, 
based on operators’ actuals and manufacturers’ 
estimates, can be set out thus: 


Superson 


Cost per Seat-mtle 


1946 2.60d. (piston aircraft) 
195) 1-85d 

1953 150d 

1955 190d 

1959 1.90d : ms 
1960 l-1d turboprop 

1961 1-03d. (turbojet 


The seat-mile costs have come down both as a 
result of improved aircraft and engines and as a 
result of increased size The effect’’ has, 
indeed, been more important than improved tech 
niques. The fact that the large, long-range jet carr 
up to 180 passengers compared with about half that 
number in the aircraft they have replaced, is the 
biggest influence in reducing specific costs. During 


“scale 





congress of the Institute of 


Royal 


* Paper presented at the London 
Transport on April 28. The author is president of the 
Aeronautical Society and past president of the Institute 


the next few years the 
five promise 


ducted-fan type of jet engine 


improvements in fue 
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~f substantial 
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Supersonic Transports 


1eroplant ould be because its greatly increased 
fuel requirements means that even a 120-passenge 
350,000 lb. compared 


180-passenger 


ould weigh about 
$00,000 Ib. of th sub 
sonic jet 

On the other hand, the productivity of the 
plane ould be gre 


Mach 


capacity could d 


Super 
itly increased: some 
transports of 120-passenger 

the work of 100 subsonic 180 
the North Atlantic route All in 
ill, therefore economics of the super 
sonic transpor vith the subsonic jet, 
appear likely to be satisfactory Assuming that the 


nie ier 


»>”o 


60 Superson 
passenger jets on 
the relative 
t 


compared 


further investigations, now in progress, do not un 
cover any unforeseen difficulties, we can expect 
to be flying to New York in three hours or so 10 
years from now, at economic fares comparable 
with those of today 


Scope for Slower, Cheaper Services 


My personal belief is, nevertheless, that there is 
a still bigger—and unsatisfied—demand for much 
lower cost services at slower speeds Equally 
there is no doubt that such services could be pro 


Were equal effort devoted to 
developing and building a large transport aeroplane 
to provide minimum seat-mile whatever 
appeare d to be the most economic spee d, 
probably see a 480-m.p.h. 200-passenger ducted-fan 


technical 


costs ait 


we should 


veroplane capable of operating profitably at fares 
cut by at least 25 per cent 

Helicopter economics, on the short-haul services 
for which they will become suitable do not, unfor 
tunately, look so encouraging as those of supersonic 
aircraft. Even so, there will be opportunities for 
large turbine helicopters on such routes as Penzance 
where the distance is short enough for 
the higher seat-mile cost still to result in a reason 
able fare; and London—Paris, where there is un 
doubtedly a certain depth of traffic willing to pay 
premium fares for the saving in time, and the con 
venience, of a one-vehicle journey 

Thus, we traffic to 
long-range 


} 


Scillies, 


can expect air develop in 


distinct forms supersonic 





ed on premium-fare medium-range tail 
ervices), low-cost long- and short-range sub 
and premium-fare short-haul helicopter 
Traffic Trends 
Five factors obviously affect traffic growth a) 
fares; (b) world economic conditions; (c) population 


growth d) public ucceptance of air travel e) in 


amenities such 


as higher speeds 


creased 


We can hope for an expanding economy thr yugh 
out the vorld given peace in the decade ahead 
We shall certainly see a steady growth in popula 
tion. Public acceptance of air travel is now almost 
universal. Supersonic long-range aircraft and short 
range helicopters | offer improved amenities 
Against this sort of background, estimates have 
been made for transatlantic air travel which give 
the following results 

Passenger arnied 


1959 actual 1.650.000 
196 estimated 2.000, 000 
1965 3,770,000 
1970 6.950.000 
1975 9 800.000 


Such a forecast shows a 175 per cent increase 
during the 10 years 1961 to 1970 equivalent to an 
average rate of just over 12 per cent per annum 
All in all, therefore, the upsurge in air traffic is 
likely to continue in peacetime conditions with 
the greater emphasis on the long-haul routes 


Conclusions 

The three most significant trends—speed, cost, 
trafiic—in world air transport can, therefore, be 
examined with some optimism, remembering that 
a definition of an optimist is one who proclaims 
that we live in the best of all possible worlds 
while the pessimist fears that this is true. In speed 
between city centres we can look forward 10 years 
to the supersonic long-range aeroplane and to the 
short-haul intercity helicopter. In between the two, 
for medium ranges and low-cost long ranges, we 
can expect the low-cost ducted-fan subsonic aero 
plane 

In cost we can hope for a distinct two-fare struc 
ture evolution with premium fares for both the 
supersonic transport and the helicopter, and sub 
stantially lower fares than today on the subsonic 
fixed-wing types. In general, we can expect air 
transport to be financially self-supporting, offering 
a reasonable return on capital without subsidy 

In all these circumstances, traffic should con 
tinue steadily upwards, while air freight is likely 
to increase at a much greater fate than in the past 
At the same time, I hope and believe that we 
shall see a closer collaboration developing between 
all forms of transport, each serving to promote 
travel by the other while maintaining that healthy 
rivalry which will keep each form imaginative, 
efficient, and offering to the public the best possible 
service, let us hope at a profit. 
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A Foden eight wheeled chassis with Gardner LX 
engine, 12 speed gearbox and airbrakes to all 
wheels, operated by Michael McKenna Limited, 
Transport Contractors to Messrs. Kraft Foods. 
Messrs. Kraft Foods commissioned this 
roller-floored van body by Cockers of 
Southport, second tier loading to specifications 
of Kraft Foods Limited and Michael McKenna. 
Double-deck pallet loading by fork lift truck, 

as illustrated, slashes loading time to 

20-25 minutes against 2-4 hours and increases 
payload to 14/15 tons against 10 tons. 
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‘Fodenway’ Sandbach London Sales Office ; 


FODENS LIMITED - 


Phone: Sandbach 644 (12 lines) Grams 


39 Park Lane, W.1. 
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to Northern Ireland and the Continent 











‘Drive-on drive-off’ 
is quicker, easier, cheaper, safer 


The drive-on drive-off ships of The 
Transport Ferry Service are the modern 
route across to Northern Ireland and the 
Continent. They're safer for your ex- 


and pilfering are reduced to the mini- 
mum. Packaging is reduced and there- 
fore safer. Road transport sailing from 
Tilbury or Preston today delivers your 
ports, the routes are simpler and you get goods abroad tomorrow! Send your own 
faster deliveries. Lorries drive straight on 
to the ship from the quay and drive off 
again the other side. No loading and un- 
loading. No handling delays. Breakages 


THE TRANSPORT FERRY SERVICE 


(ATLANTIC STEAM NAVIGATION CO. LTD.) 


lorries if they conform to international 
regulations, or write for names of haul- 
age contractors operating through trunk 
services. 


25 WHITEHALL - LONDON - S.W.1: Telephone: WHitehall 5564 Telex. 23482 


REGULAR & FREQUENT SAILINGS BETWEEN TILBURY & ANTWERP 
DAILY SAILINGS BETWEEN PRESTON AND NORTHERN IRELAND (LARNE OR BELFAST) 


T.F.S.3. 
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NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 


Waterways Headquarters Moved 

As foreshadowed in our last issue, head 
quarters of British Waterways are now at Melbury 
House, Melbury Terrace, Marylebone, N.W.1. The 
telephone number (Hunter 1272) is unchanged 

—e8<— 

Rhodesia—Mocambique Transfer 

Rhodesia Railways has been negotiating with 
the Mocambique Railway authorities for the pur 
chase of six miles of Portuguese-owned line which 
Southern Rhodesian from 


the 


runs through territory 
Umtali to the frontier near Machipanda 
<< 6 >< 
Underground Map Improved 
Ihe London Underground poster map _ has 
appeared in a new form in which the various lines 
ire shown in a more geographical disposition 
} itions ¢ 1 on Sundays are indicated for the 
fir time and certain other trave information 1s 
| <— @ x 
| Rail Movement to Milan 
, 1.300-mile r } né n 
ar ‘ \ cit if l i 
f i x M \ 
’ | I 1 
I 
J i 
| 
| <x e<—™ 
| Coloured Lines as Road Route Guides? 
The Lord Mayor ~ Portsmouth has suggested 
| to Portsmouth Accident Prevention Council that 
| the city sl ild adopt a system of coloured lines 
| te ruide n sts to different parts of the city 
| There . 1 b gns at entry points reading 
Re ‘ the blue line for the Guildhall t the 
| 
ed line for the Dockyard Most drivers, on 





assumes yuld follow any line indicating availabk 
parking space 
—e<—* 
Railway Superannuitants and Government 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer was asked in 
the Commons last week whether, in view of his 
decision to responsibility for the 


accept current 


deficit of £90 million from the British Transport 
Commission, he would apply the Pensions Increases 
Act, 1959, to railway superannuitants. Sir Edward 


Boyle declined so to do. The change in the method 
of Exchequer financing of the B.T.C. deficit, he 
said, did not entail any change in the position that 


superannuation arrangements are matters within 
the responsibility of the Commission 
<x @ <x 
M.E.R. Ambitions 
\ proposal has been submitted by the Manx 


Electric Railway for a comprehensive ticket valid 
on all the transport undertakings on the island 


The charge would be 30s. The M.E.R. would get 
9s. of this; 9s. would go to the Douglas Corporation 
buses and 9s. to the I.o.M. Railway and I.o.M 
Road Services. Mr. ( Teare, chairman of the 
I.o.M. company, asked in Tynwald whether the 
company was to receive this magnanimous offer 


with open arms?’’ Mr. R. C. Stephen said that 
the M.E.R. was the only board of which the officers 
were not pensionable. He thought it was a matter 
that should be given immediate attention 





B.T.C. Charges Inquiry Postponed 
The public inquiry by the Transport Tribunal 
into the B.T.C. harbour charges schemes which was 
to be opened on May 3 has now had to be postponed 
<—O<— 
Closure of Barnsley Station 
Barnsley Court House Station was closed to pas 


senger traffic on and from April 19. Passengers 

are dealt with at the nearby Barnsley Exchange 

Station to be renamed ‘‘Barnsley’’ as from June 13 
<—e<—~ 


Hard Shoulders to be Tackled 


As a preliminary to tackling the task on a larger 


scale, the Ministry of Transport is arranging for the 
resurfacing of a one-mile section of th hard 
shoulder of the M1 near Newport Pagnell The 
verge is to b idened from 8 ft. to 10 ft. and a 
tarmacadam top surface will be applied. Both 
improvements ill b welcomed by goods vehicle 
operat 
<> @ >< 
Diversion of Bowling—Dumbarton Line 
From Monday this ec} i trains between 
y Queen Street and Dumbartor Balloch and 
} Ln in 


<x @ <= 

Unions Meet Advisory Group 

\bout two hours were spent on Wednesday this 

ek by representatives of the railwa road trans 
Pp and allied union ith the B.T.¢ pecial 
advisory g One of the topics said to have 
been raised by the unions was whether the group 

nsidered n ing f B.T.< ipital vas 
within the scope of its referenc Even if it were 


oup is apparently entitled to 
discussions on the point 
—eO~— 

Glass Fibre Railway Containers 

New reinforced plastics railway containers, an 
nounced some time on trial. This model 
has been introduced in the North Eastern Region 
[The new container can carry a load of 
measures 7 ft. 6 in. by 6 ft. 6 in. and is only about 
half the weight of a wooden container of the same 
size, hence the greater capacity A reinforced 
timber floor, made cf planks, allows easy replace 
ment of worn sections and a consequent reduction 
in maintenance costs 

<—=Oo<— 

Electrification and the Common Market 

The transport section of the common market 
administration and transport experts from the six 
member countries of the market area met in 
Brussels to the electrification of certain 
international rail stretches within the market area 
and the expansion of traffic capacity on them. It 
was decided at a two-day meeting that a list of 
such projects, all of which would be too expensive 
on a short-term basis for a single state to carry out 
alone, should be studied by national delegates at a 
meeting to be held in mid-May. Formation of a 
consortium of European banks to finance transport 
development was recently announced 


ago, are 
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Everyone on the road looks up to a 


THOMPSON 
BROTHER 


TANKER! 


There’s certainly some prestige in 
running a T.B. Tanker and you are 
secure in the knowledge that you have 
the best of its kind — for reliability, 
convenience, safety, and designed 


to meet all kinds of special requirements. 


THOMPSON BROTHERS (BILSTON) LTD 


BRADLEY ENGINEERING WORKS - BILSTON - STAFFS 
Telephone: Bilston 41264/8 Telegrams: Thompbros, Bilston. 


JOHN 
THOMPSON 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 


Fruits of B.E.A. £2 Million 





SUPERSONIC CONFERENCE 

FTER making a record profit and carrying 
more traffic than ever before, British 
European Airways was passing on to the 
travelling public some of the benefits of its more 
buoyant financial position. This was announced 
on Tuesday by Lord Douglas of Kirtleside, the 
chairman, in a commentary on the B.E.A. financial 
year ended March 31. Final audited figures would 
not be available for some time, but preliminary 
estimates indicated that the corporation made a 
profit for the year of about £2 million after paying 
all interest on capital, which amounted to £1} 
million. This was B.E.A.’s largest profit to date, 
being double its previous highest of £1 million in 
1957-58. It was also B.E.A.’s sixth consecutive 
year of profitable operation Lord Douglas con 
tinued During the financial year just started 
we shall, with our new low fares, be passing on to 
the travelling public some of the benefits of our 

TRAFFIC RESULTS—FINANCIAL YEAR 1959/60 
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more buoyant financial position. The new fares 


provide important reductions in the minimum price 
of air travel to many places in Europe and the 
United Kingdom and, as a result, air travel is 
within the reach of many more people than it has 
been in the past. In association with the very low 
inclusive tour fares introduced by B.E.A. last 
year, these new fares take us very near to the point 
at which the airlines are, for the first time in 
Europe, competing directly with surface transport 
for the less well-to-do holiday traveller.’’ During 
the 1959-60 financial year B.E.A. carried more 
than 3} million passengers over a total of 1,100 
million passenger-miles at an average load factor 
ot 69 per cent 


Dublin Airport Traffic 


In the three months ended March 31, 1960, 
aircraft movements at Dublin Airport totalled 
5,037, of which 4,383 were for air transport pur 
poses. Passengers handled totalled 91,928 and 
freight 2,798 tons 


Avro 748s for Aden Airways 

Three Avro 748 Series 2 turboprop air liners have 
been ordered for Aden Airways, an associate com 
pany of B.O.A.( This series has two Rolls-Royce 
Dart RDa7 engines. It is stated that deliveries 
will be made in the summer of 1962. At present 
Aden Airways operations are carried out mostly 
with Dakota aircraft 


K.L.M. to Serve Amman 

Commencing April 30, K.L.M. Royal Dutch 
\irlines is to serve Amman, the capital of Jordan, 
thereby becoming the first Western European air 
line to connect Amman directly with major 
European cities. Initially the service will be flown 
once weekly by Lockheed Electra. The introduc 
tion of this service is subject to final government 
approval 


P.L.U.N.A. Carries Record Traffic 

P.L.U.N.A., the Uruguayan state airline, has 
announced that February was an all-time record 
month with over 21,000 passengers carried. The 
percentage of seats booked rose to 90 per cent, and 
with mail and cargo the load factor was 100 per 
cent Three-quarters of the passengers flew in 
P.L.U.N.A.’s Vickers Viscount aircraft, which the 
uirline describes as ‘‘magnificent.’’ 


Boeing Vertol Division Established 

Ihe Vertol Aircraft Company, of Morton, Penn., 
U.S.A., manufacturer of helicopters and tilt wing 
aircraft, has become a division of the Boeing Air 
plane Company of Seattle Principal current 
products of the Vertol company are the Vertol 107 
a twin-turbine commercial helicopter carrying 25 
passengers or a useful load of 7,290 lb., and the 
YRC-1B, a 40-passenger military twin-turbine 
transport. 


Swissair Receives First DC8 

Swissair’s first Douglas DC8 jet liner arrived in 
Zurich on April 24. It had flown from New York 
in 7 hr. 26 min., covering the distance of over 
4,000 miles at an average speed of 535 m.p.h. It 
will start scheduled operations between Switzer 
land and New York on May 30. Initially three 
DC8 flights weekly are scheduled in each direction, 
with frequencies being stepped up in the course 
of the summer as Swissair’s other two DC8s are 
delivered and the DC7C services are phased out 
From September 11 all Swissair North Atlantic 
services will be operated by DC8s, totalling 12 
return flights weekly 


Conference on Supersonic Needs 

The first meeting of world airlines to consider 
what they will expect from the next generation of 
supersonic transport aircraft will be held under the 
auspices of the International Air Transport Associa 
tion in the spring of 1961. Manufacturers, air 
forces, research establishments and other inter 
national organisations will be invited to join the 
airline discussions. They will cover the probable 
capabilities of these faster-than-sound aircraft and 
their implications in terms of communication, 
navigation, aerodrome and ground handling, air 
traffic control and other requirements. A special] 
advisory group, headed by Mr. Knut Hagrup, vice 
president of Scandinavian Airlines System and 
chairman of the I.A.T.A. Technical Committee, 
has been constituted to draft the agenda of the 
meeting, arrive at the assumptions on which the 
inquiry w'll be based, and list the questions which 
the airlines want to have answered. In announcing 
the meeting, the I.A.T.A. technical director, Mr 
Stanislaw Krzyczkowski, pointed out that it would 
be analogous to the symposia of 1950 and 1953 on 
jet aircraft and helicopters, respectively, but would 
attempt to consolidate the airlines’ requirements 
at an even earlier stage of development. ‘‘The 
object of the operation is to make certain that if we 
do go to supersonic aircraft, we will get what we 
really need, and not what manufacturers may have 
to sell,’’ he added 


DEATH OF SOUTHERN REGION 
TRAFFIC OFFICER 





The death after a trying illness of Mr. Stephen Arthur Fitch, assistant 
general manager (traffic) of the Southern Region, has already been 
recorded in our columns. He entered the service of the former South 
Eastern and Chatham Railway in 1911 and saw active service during 
the 1914-18 war, gaining the D.C.M. and the M.M.; his retiring person- 
ality nevertheless deprecated mention of decorations oreven publication 
of a photograph. On his return to railway duties he was appointed to the 


office of the superintendent of the line. From 1924 to 1938 he held 


various positions with the Southern Railway, including those of 


assistant station master, Victoria; assistant agent, Nine Elms; assistant 
to London Central divisional superintendent and assistant divisional 
superintendent, London East, and London West, Divisions. At the 
conclusion of that period he was appointed general assistant to the 
traffic manager. When the 1939-45 war broke out he was posted to 
the Aldershot Command as railway liaison officer, but subsequently 
returned to his railway post after the fall of France; later he became 
acting general purposes officer to the general manager. Mr. Fitch, 
who had recently been made an M.B.E., subsequently proceeded 
again on active service as deputy director (railways), 21st Army 
Group, with the rank of colonel and for services in North-West Europe 
was made an O.B.E. (Mil.). On his return to the Southern Railway in 
1945 he was appointed assistant superintendent of operation. In the 
next year he formed one of a party of Southern Railway officers which 
visited the U.S.A. and Canada to study developments in diesel 
traction. In 1949 he was appointed assistant operating superintendent, 
London Midland Region, and in November. 1954, he returned to the 
Southern Region as chief operating superintendent. When the new 
traffic organisation was established in October, 1958, he became 
assistant general manager (traffic). He was a past member of council 


of the Institute of Transport. 


DOMESTIC DELIVERIES 
Why Cost Varies Greatly 


REPORT EXAMINES ALTERNATIVES 


ARIATIONS which can arise in domestic 
collection and delivery costs in the laundry 
industry are tabulated and discussed in a 

report of the technical production and costing 
committee of the Institute of British Launderers 
Reference to this report was first made in Mopers 
TRANSPORT of March 26. It is available from the 
secretary of the Institute at 16-17 Lancaster Gate, 
W.2, price 21s. The report, it must be streseed, is 
concerned only with domestic laundry delivery, 
not that collected in bulk from shops, agents or by 
way of contracts with industries, but there are 
many parallels in distributive trade which make it 
of wide interest. In a foreword it is stated that the 
cost of collecting and delivering domestic laundry 


parcels ranges from one-third to nearly three 
quarters as great as the productive labour costs 
Only by maintaining a high density of calls per mil 
can the lowest costs be achieved 
Van sts are treated in some detai In the final 
analysis the comparison in the parcel cost between 
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calls per mile, has the same parcel cost as the 30 
cwt. petrol-engined van but thereafter it, too, loses 


the advantage of its low mileage cost and at 20 calls 
per mile the parcel costs about 7} per cent more to 
deliver Using a youth as assistant an increased 
number of calls can be made and the cost of a parce! 
becomes cheaper from a density of five 
onwards All these findings are derived from 


supporting cost tables 


calls per mile 


Hired Transport Economics 

The pros and cons of hired transport are closely 
weighed—the laundry industry generally is an 
extensive user of contract-hired vehicles. Speaking 
of 30 cwt. petrol- and diesel-engined vans, the report 
says that, at three calls per mile, the hired petrol 
van has a parcel cost nearly 14 per cent higher than 
the owned van, but a diesel van shows a cost only 
64 per cent higher. At 10 calls per mile, the hired 
petrol van cost is only 114 per cent higher but the 
hired diesel van is relatively more expensive than 
before (74 per cent per parcel) because, again, the 
reduced mileage is operating against the lower 
running cost of the diesel. 

The main argument in favour of hiring is that 
there is no necessity for capital outlay. Theoretic 
ally, the amount standing as the original cost of 
vans on the laundry’s balance sheet is removed 
and this sum freed for other use. The actual cost 
immediately available is only the sum for which 
the present fleet can be ag oy of. Therefore it is 
a better proposition to hire when the existing 
vehicles are reaching the end of their life than to 
change when they are fairly new. If the hiring 
contractor agrees to buy the vehicles the valuation 
is made by him, based on their residual value 


Spare Vans 

In outlining the usual terms and conditions of a 
contract the report says that it is more usual for 
laundries to house vans on their own premises. If 
the vans go daily to and from the contractor's 
garage the additional mileage charged and the extra 
wages involved appear to equal garage rent and 
rates at the laundry premises, plus the labour cost 
of washing. These latter costs are saved only if 
the laundry actually disposes of its garage space 
or if it is fully used for a specific alternative pur- 
pose. The other main argument in favour of hiring 
is that the laundry does not need a spare van, 
although it will still need a spare driver (assuming 
that it employs the drivers). In practice, it is 
found, most laundries owning their own transport 
use the ‘‘spare’’ van for a variety of purposes and 
it may be retained even if the changeover to hiring 
is made 

The average life of a standard laundry van 
appears to be about eight years. Taking the 
extreme cases of few calls and high daily mileage on 
the one hand, and many calls but low mileage on 
the other, it appears that engine life between com 
plete overhauls is four years. Hence the decision to 
replace at eight years, assuming that the factor of 
visible obsolescence in the van has not supervened 


Delivery Hours 

Importance of well-organised—and frequently 
scrutinised—van routing cannot be too strongly 
stressed, says the report Deliveries to shops 
shou'd be arranged ‘‘within the first half hour of 
opening times’’ either in the morning or the after 
noon, before private cars take up the available 
parking spaces. Monday morning its found to be a 
busy time for small shopkeepers, who are occupied 
in re-stocking supplies after the week-end. The 
potential collections and deliveries at large blocks 
of flats depend to a large extent on co-operation 
from the porter in residence. If he assists, 60 
laundry bundles might, for example, be collected 
in 15 min., but if not 12 bundles might take 45 
min. to collect. 

Clerical activity by the vanman should be 
reduced to a minimum and the onus for entering 
such information should be placed on the office 
staff. Clerical work done by drivers werking 
different systems has been found to occupy from as 
little at 7.3 standard min. to as much as 36.9 min 
for every 100 occasions. In a chapter on van 
loading and unloading methods the verdict is that 
the use of mobile racks, preloaded and then wheeled 
into the van, is the quickest. The driver of a badly 
designed body may use 4} hours more of his 40- 
hour week in taking out bundles of laundry and 
depositing soiled work in it compared with the 
driver of the best laid-out vehicle. This is one in 
which the clean laundry bundles are carried on 
racks and the driver can both obtain clean bundles 
and return soiled work via the cab. The report 
evaluates the possible alternatives in van layout 





An electronic precision pulse source with a time 
interval accuracy of the order of a few seconds 
a year and of small physical size is now being 
produced commercially. Designated A.T.E. Crystal 
Chronometer and marketed by Communication 
Systems, Limited, it employs a crystal-controlled 
oscillator. It reduces the wide gap in performance 
and cost which exists between conventional] mech- 
anical or electromechanical clocks and the elaborate 
but extremely precise caesium atomic clock 
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British Road Federation 
Urban Motorway Ring 
Associstion of Metropolitan Borough 
Engineers and Surveyors Radial Motorways 


London Reads Committee improvements 





LAC improvements duplicated or 
rendered unnecessary by 
fling Motorway and Radial Motorways 


County boundary 


The British Road Federation has put forward a plan for a ring motorway in London, much 
of which would be built above or alongside railways to minimise demolition of existing 
buildings. The plan envisages also a number of radial motorways 
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RAILWAY RATES RAISED 
Seasons and Early Mornings from May 8 


ee British Transport Commission announced 
last week that it is to increase certain passen 
ger fares, ticket rates and railway 
merchandise charges for small consignments 
ticket rates and early morning fares on 
British Railways and London Transport are to be 
increased from May 8, and increases in British 
Railways ordinary to be made as soon as 
practicable after that Season ticket 
} 


season 


Season 


fares are 
date charges 
subject to increases ranging from 4 per cent 
at 2 miles to 14 per cent at 26 miles and above, and 
early mo fares will go up by be bout 
10 and 14 per cent according to 
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higher incre for longer journeys. As 
of these incre early morning fares will general 
cease to apply for journeys of 6 and 7 miles. 
Underground s« tickets will generally be 
increased by varying amounts rising from about 
4 per cent at 2 miles to about 14 per cent at 26 
miles and above. As children’s fares are half the 
adult fare with fractions of 1d. being charged as 
id., the child’s fare for the new 5d. (formerly 4d 
adult fare will be 3d 
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WINTER OR SUMMER 
PETROL OR DIESEL 


Transport operators every- 
where are rapidly changing 

to today’s finest engine oils— 
the new SAE 10W/30 

BP ENERGOL MULTIGRADE 

OILS designed specifically for 
use in engines in good 
mechanical condition. You too 
can now use one oil all the 
year round even on mixed fleets 
of petrol and diesel vehicles — 
and just see what you save! 


on fuel. Under 
stop-start conditions you can save 
up to 10%. You can get worthwhile 
saving on long distance work too. 


engine wear. 
Immediate oil flow, even at lowest ke 
temperatures, saves abrasive he Atha 
ne » orrosmve wear occurring 
during engine “warm-up” 


on battery life 
and starter-ring wear 
through easter starting 
under all conditions. 


time and money. 
You need buy only one oil 
for diesel and petrol vehicles 
and you cut out all the bother 
of inter-season oil changes. 


4 XEW StANpaen of 


There are 2 Grades : — BP ENERGOL DSI 

MU LTIGRADE for engines requiring 
“Supplement 1" lubricating oil and 

BP ENERGOL DD MULTIGRADE for engines 

requiring oil with less additive 


nLiry 


<e* 
Distributed by © HIE ‘POWER PETROLEUM CO. LTD 


Head Office : 76-86 STRAND * LONDON W.C.2 (Branches and Depots throughout the country) 
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British Railways ordinary passenger fares 
raised in the future The general 
increase will be about 4d. per mile second class 
with first class 50 per cent but 
will be pro; over the 
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visibility from it, it made 
and precise manoeuvring esse 
vehicle under modern conditions The 
appeared well up to the work required of it with 
a full load aboard and the independent front 
suspension units provided a really comfortable and 
steady d rough coun 
try roads in the Layham’s F The 1.7-litre 
o.h.v. petrol engine provided a lively performance 
vad conditions, the fact that 
arbox is fitted 


easy 


Suspension 


ride over our specially selecte 


arm area 
normal ri despite 


a three speed ge 


under 
only 


Lively Performance 
acceleration tests, average time 
from rest in four runs was 4.8 
sec., to reach 30 m.p.h. from rest took an average of 
10 sec. and 40 m.p.h. 19 sec The vehicle tested 
had the standard 4.62 to 1 axle and in the hill 
sections with a full load this meant that first gear 
needed on occasions, which showed up the 
absence of synchromesh on that gear. Clean changes 
into first could be made at any speed 
using doubk h-and-splash but 
few present-day drivers are old 
fashioned 
gearchanging, 
et the engine 
sometimes damaging gt 
ring a solid floor-mounted gear le 
vehicle, we had no fault to find 
column control fitted to the Thames 

lop-gear acceleration at normal traffic speeds was 
lively enough but pulling away in direct drive from 
about 10 m.p.h. produced some roughness unless 
very light throttle used in the early 
Average times to r 20 and 30 m.p.h. respec 
tively from 10 m.p.h. in top gear were 12 and 23 
sec. Use of the high axle ratio naturally also limits 
gradient ability with a full load, though the vehicle 
tested made a comfortable non-stop run in first 
gear up Succombs Hill. In stop-start tests during 
a second climb 1 in 5 appeared about the limit for 
in uncomplicated start, though the vehicle was 
coaxed away on 1 in 4} with a fair 

deliber lutch slipping The hand 

from speeds of about 20 m.p h. had 
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Excellent Brakes 

test van 
from 
qual 


our 


With the load disposed as it was on the 
braking was excellent 

arking on the road in 
sharing of the effort by all four wheel In 
nc \ 


service vith, judging 


he ivy) pI at ns 


customary series of emerge 
ma drv level section of the 

the shortest stopping distance I l 

the brake is ippli d was 32 ft ‘ 1e longest 
on a rather polished surface ‘ while Don 
meter readings 


ranged between 72 and 80 per cent 

With the engine mounted well back from the 
front panel and the radiator partly shrouded by 
the engine casing, engine cooling could be a problem 
in this type of vehicle, but our coolant-temperaturt 
check indicated that the Thames has plenty of 
margin for operation in temperatures far higher 
than the 50-52 deg. F. obtaining at the time of 
the test. We ran the vehicle up Caterham by-pass 
on full throttle, mostly in top gear at 15 to 20 
m.p.h. to keep fan and air speed low, for about 
1} miles. Coolant temperature, which was around 
140 deg. F. under normal running conditions, had 
risen by only 10 deg. at the end of the climb 

Fuel consumption of the fully loaded van, using 
standard-grade petrol at 4s. 8$d. a gal. (London), 
ranged from just under 20 m.p.g. in a multi-stop 
test to just under 30 m.p.g. in a continuous-running 
test at normal traffic speed. The actual figures 
obtained in a non-stop run over our standard 
15-mile undulating country route on A25 were 29.2 
m.p.g. at an average speed of 28.6 m.p.h. Traffic 
was fairly heavy at the time but there were no 
complete halts ‘Frequent stop delivery service was 
simulated by driving for 6 miles over the same 
route, making four stops in each mile, and in this 
the result worked out at 19.4 m.p.g. A third check 
was made of overall fuel consumed during the whole 
of our 10-mile run, which included about 25 miles 
of London suburban traffic and all the low-gear full- 
throttle work in the various acceleration, braking 
and hill-climbing tests. The figure recorded was 
22 m.p.g., an entirely satisfactory performance well 
up to contemporary standards 

a 

Limited, announces that work will 
mn a £2 million extension to its poly 
plant at Barry, South Wales. British 
‘intly owned by the Distillers Co., Limited 
and the B.F. Goodrich Chemical 
Company of America. This will be the eighth 
extension of the Geon p.v.c. plant during the 13 
years it has been in operation. Constructional work 
is expected to be completed during the second half 
of next year. 


British Geon 
shortly begin « 
vinyl! chloride 
Geon is jt 


55 per cent), 
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SIXTH COACH RALLY 


Smoothly Run Event at Brighton 


(4000 weather on the whok with brilliant 
‘J sunshine and i large ; 


ind interested gathering 


Lister Trophy, was a Duple-bodied Ford Thames 
operated by |]. Clubb and Son Coaches, Wilming 
Sunday, ton, Kent, which rangement 
held at of its 23 seats 
angle to the 
table for each passenger This coach 
Associated Weavers Trophy for the highest marks 
e. A tribute to excellent organisa f ration, the P.S.V. Circle Trophy 
during the rally was the for placed operator of than 10 
> completed coaches, the Ford Trophy, the Barnard Trophy 
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Among the top prizewinners were an A.E.C. Harrington 25-seater of Flight’s Garage, Limited, 
Birmingham (Clacton Trophy for highest marks in concours d’elegance) and a 27-seat Roset- 
bodied Scania Vabis of Firma Beuk, Holland (Brighton Trophy for highest aggregate marks 
all sections); extreme right, a collection by a 23-seat Thames-Duple of J. Clubb and Son 
Coaches, Wilmington, included the Lister (runner-up concours), P.S.V. Circle, Ford, Duple 





and Barnar 


London and the Home Counties and Brighton, who 
method of airing a grievance over the 
inadequacy of picking-up facilities in Brighton, a 
total of 67 coaches participated, including four 
entered by Continental operators. The rally gener 
illy followed the pattern of events set in previous 
years, with a road section, comprising a varied 
route from Victoria Station, London, and 
individual driving tests on Madeira Drive, Brigh 
ton, on Saturday and a concours d’elegance, 
climinating driving tests and prize giving, also on 
Madeira Drive, on Sunday 


this 


chose 


Coach 


Overall Awards 
f things, so 


In the nature 


ment having 


many points of judg 
comfort and 


regard to 


passenger 


A selection of entries in the various tests: a 


d trophies 

3euk. This vehicle, 
just about the last word in luxurious travel for 27 
passengers and includes in its equipment a fully 
fitted toilet compartment, cloak room and refrig 
erator. High marking in the concours was to be 
expected but faultless timekeeping and navigation 
over an unfamiliar route and expert handling of an 
outsize vehicle in the driving tests were also essen 
tial to gain the top award. This driver in fact 
obtained highest marks in his class in the driving 
tests and the vehicle also took the A.B.C. Coach 
Guide Trophy, obtaining highest marks for passen 
ger comfort irrespective of class. Runner-up to the 
taking the Rawlings Trophy 
Plaxton operated by Sheffield United 
which runner-up in it 


ibout £9,000, offers 
) 


which cost 


overall winner, was a 
36-seat A.E.( 
Tours, Limited, 


was also 


Bedford-Yeates of Oliver Taylor (Coaches), 


Caterham; an Albion-Embankment of Embankment Motor Co. (Plymouth); an A.E.C.-Duple 
of Mulley’s Motorways, Ixworth; and, bottom right, a Commer-Harrington of Southdown 
Motor Services 


amenity, coaches with a low seating density have 
opportunity of taking the premier 
awards in the concours d’elegance and this held good 
for the 1960 rally. The winner of the Clacton Trophy 
with highest marks irrespective of class in the 
concours, was a Harrington-bodied A.E.C. Reliance 
operated by Flight’s Garage, Limited, Birmingham, 
6, fitted with only 24 adjustable seats arranged in 
alternate forward- and backward-facing pairs with 
tables between and numerous other refinements 
This coach also took the Arlington Trophy, awarded 
to the highest-placed operator of under 50 vehicles, 
and the Harrington Trophy and its driver, F. K. 
‘light, won the Redex Trophy by obtaining the 
highest marks in the driving tests in a 
engined vehicle. 

Overall runner-up in the concours, winning the 


the greatest 


diesel 


class, winning a trophy presented by the organisers 
and its driver, J]. Hancock, took away a tankard 
and cheque for obtaining highest marks in his clas 
in the driving tests. 


Coach Driver of the Year 

The title ‘‘Coach Driver of the Year,’’ awarded 
for the highest aggregate marks in the road sec 
tion, driving tests and eliminating driving test 
and earning the Passenger Transport Trophy and 
cheque for the driver and the Capaseo Trophy for 
the operator, was won by a local man, P. Bunyard 
driving a Bedford-Duple 41-seater of Camping: 
Luxury Coaches, Limited, Brighton. This driver 
also won a tankard and cheque for highest class 
marks in the driving tests. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Bus and trolleybus routes in East London affected by Stage VI of the conversion scheme 


implemented on April 27. 


The former route layout appears on the left 








ECONOMICAL 


HEAVY VEHICLE 


No matter what the load or rout« 
an Atkinson will give real 

economy —in the order of a 
minimum of 10% reduction in your 


fuel bill. Fach 


is custom built for 


Atkinson 
your routes 
and loads: and you'll be 


surprised at the saving an 


tees ve vs 


al 
‘ 


Atkinson can give you 
primarily on fuel consumption 
and maintenance. Contact 
one of our distributors today 
—you'll be surprised to 
learn how much an Atkinson 


can save you 


ATKINSON VEHICLES LIMITED 


WINERY LANE ¢ WALTON-LE-DALE * PRESTON * LANCS 
Telephone: PRESTON 84284-5-6-7 


Nightingale Engineering Co. Ltd., 
Battersea 2193 


London Sales and Service Western Lane, Nightingale Lane, $.W.2 


Telephone 


Firestone 
UPER MILEAGE LUG 


THE DUAL-PURPOSE 
REAR-WHEEL 
TRACTION TYRE 


with all the features 
you’re demanding 


POWER BITE TRACTION 

Be it on main roads, by-roads, or no roads the 
Super Mileage Lug tyre’s cross grooves, 
heavy shoulder lugs and circumferential 
ribbing will combine to give maximum bite 
and traction and long safe wear. The dual- 
purpose Super Mileage Lug helps reduce 
mechanical maintenance too. Many so-called 
dual-purpose tyres slip and spin causing undue 
strain on engines and transmissions. But with 
the POWER BITE TRACTION of the Super 
Mileage Lug, this profit-draining problem is 
practically eliminated. 


MORE SKID DEPTH 

Deeper non-skid pattern than in ordinary 
highway tyres gives thousands of miles of sure- 
footed highway hauling. 

SUPER STRENGTH BODY 
Super Gum-Dipped, Tension-Dried cords 
make a really strong, durable body which 
gives big dividends in tyre mileage and 
vehicle efficiency. 


OUTPULLS AND OUTLASTS any tyre of its kind. 
Specially designed for on-and-off-the-road 


service where a large part of the work 
is off-the-road and particularly severe. 





EXPERIENCE COUNTS 


45 Factories throughout the world. 
Firestone total sales exceed £ 1,000,000 per day 


Firestone TYRES — 
consistently good 
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The Austin 7-tonner crosses from Holland into a 
Germany Dutch customs officials stand ready to - GETS THE BIRDS 


check papers. Throughout the long transit 
through Germany, the Austin’s doors are sealed 2 
and are unsealed again only at the Swiss frontier. ~~ How a 7 ton Austin 


takes 9 ton of frozen chickens 
from Rotterdam to Zurich 


N AUSTIN 7-TONNER with trailer crosses Europe from 

Rotterdam to Zurich with a cargo of frozen chickens 

just one of the many Austins in use on continental 
routes today. Her owners are Bischofberger A.G. of Zurich, 
a firm that specializes in the international food trade 
a trade that calls for rapid and reliable transport because 
the goods are perishable. Bischofberger have 3 lorries in 
operation at the moment—all of them Austins. One of these 
vehicles recently covered 150,000 miles in a single year 

Continental operation on long-distance high-speed routes 
is a severe test of a vehicle. Here’s what driver Fritz Zur- 
brugg—on the road for 24 years—had to say about his 
Austin. “I can handle this 7-tonner like a far smaller vehicle 
It corners beautifully and it’s a pleasure to drive. And its 
engine is wonderful.” 

The all-purpose Austin commercial range includes vans 
and trucks from }-7 tons, plus tippers and prime movers 
for 15 ton weights. All with 12 months’ warranty and 
backing of B.M.C. Service. 


AUSTIN 


THE AUSTIN MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED - LONGBRIDGE BIRMINGHAM 


Crossing the bridge over the Waal at Nijmegen — early Rejoining the main Rhineland Autobahn after a night’s Coffee break over—and it’s back to the Autobahn at The journey completed, the Austin 7-tonner is easily 
in the journey. This Avstin 7-tonner has only re- rest at Montabaur. Fritz Zurbrugg has the highest praise night. Like the new British motorways, this highway manoeuvred into place for unloading. Beside her the two 
cently been brought into service by Bischofberger A.G for the Austin’s cornering which compares very favour- enables high average speeds to be maintained. other Austins of Bischofberger A.G.—Austin 7-tonner 
of Zurich, _ ably with other vehicles, in his opinion and a §-tonner. 
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Pressed Steel Co Ltd 


Manufacturers of Diesel and Electric Multiple Unit Stock 


PRESSED STEEL COMPANY LIMITED 

RAILWAY DIVISION, LINWOOD FACTORY, PAISLEY, SCOTLAND 

London Office: RAILWAY DIVISION, 47 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, SWI 

Head Office: COWLEY, OXFORD 

Brussels Office: CANTERSTEEN 7, GALERIE RAVENSTEEN 30, BRUSSELS 1, BELGIUM 
Manufacturers also of motor car bodies, Prestcold refrigeration equipment and pressings of all kinds. 
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BRITISH SHIPPING 


National Service or Commercial Enterprise ? 


By Sir DONALD ANDERSON* 


A’ one time, merchant services, broadly speak 
ing, had to pay their way. In the same way, 
and in the same era, railways, buses and 
undergrounds had to pay their way, or they went 
bankrupt. Even aviation companies in the early days 
had to pay their way. But things have changed. 
In shipping, a substantial proportion of foreign 
Hag fleets are now run, commercially speaking, at 
a loss, through Government help, direct or indirect, 
or both. Railways in this country as in so many 
other countries, are nationalised and are never 
likely to make a profit again—not because they art 
nationalised, but for various other reasons, one of 
which is that they are now, and surely will before 
long have to be regarded as, public utilities 
Aviation, in makes attempt t 
pretend that it operates on a commercial basis, but 
when one considers the enormous contribution 
made by most Governments towards part or the 


some 


gene ral 


of such costs as providing and running air 


eloping aircraft and engines (the many 


few successtiul provid 


t 
main 


ll aS wel us the I 
at low rates of interest ining 
training crews, protecting 


making inflated 


logi al services 
services against other competition 
payment for the carriage of mails, and so on, it 
becomes obvious that hardly a single international 
airline would be regarded in any other business 
than aviation as standing on its own feet. Many 
transport operators in the modern world are thus at 
some point in a transition trom a real commercial 
undertaking to a national service, whether they 
realise the fact or not. 

We are in the throes of a very severe shipping 
slump—international, because our business is inter 
national. All sectors of the shipping industry are 
depressed, and it seems worse because other trades 
are flourishing. But slumps have been known before, 
and we must consider to what extent our troubles 
are temporary and to what extent likely to be 
permanent. It is agreed that there are far too 
many ships in service at present throughout the 
world, and that the near future must be grim, but 
what of the middle or distant future? 


Coastwise Shipping 

The branch of shipping most directly affected by 
British national transport policy, or by a lack of it, 
is coastwise shipping. This is a domestic form of 
transport, directly competitive with road and rail, 
and since both are subject to state intervention, 
provision, and regulation, if not control, and since 
railways are in receipt of state help, whilst one can 
argue endlessly whether roads have borne their fair 
share of cost, the position of coastal shipping is 
anomalous and probably untenable as a commercial 
enterprise. The railways can run coastal shipping 
out of business by lowering charges on such busi- 
ness as it carries, and they can do this without much 
affecting their own over-all losses. Road transport 
is for certain cargoes an even stronger competitor 
It seems essential, therefore, that active support 
and protection, as part of a domestic transport 
policy, must be given to coastal shipping if it is 
not to disappear in a few years, and if it is to be 
properly used to supplement the road system. 

The coastal cargo liners have suffered consider- 
able reverses in their fortunes since the war, and 
their business has greatly diminished. Serious 
inroads have been made by rail into the carriage of 
coal by coastal tramps for the gas and electrical 
industries. Yet, strategically, we know that small 
ships would be of vital importance in any future 
war, when it must be assumed that the large ports 
are out of action and only small ports and anchor 
ages can be used. Coastal shipping is the only 
branch of shipping whose problems can be solved 
nationally, but there are no signs that they will be 


Tankers 

Tankers, on the other hand, operating in a com 
pletely international field, are suffering chiefly 
trom a simple world surplus of tonnage. They have 
been over-built under all flags. This is due partly 
to a shortage after the war and to consequent high 
profits, which over-stimulated building. This was 
followed by the Suez which made every 
government and many commercial interests demand 
bigger, better and faster tankers at their disposal, 
in case such a thing should happen again. Add to 
this the later restrictions on U.S. imports of Middle 
East oil, and the vast production coming from the 
Sahara, which needs only a short sea haul, and we 
can see how easily the tanker surplus has arisen 

rhere are few peculiar national problems in this 
tanker surplus. Indeed, the competitive problems 
are raised by the stateless ones—the flags of con 
venience owners—who, primarily by avoiding taxa 
tion, have ploughed far more back into the business 
in good times and have thus increased their fleets 
enormously quicker than others. The slump in 
tankers calls only for a simple solution, which is 
to scupper about a quarter of them 


crisis 


Passenger Ships 

Passenger ships stand in every way apart from 
the rest of shipping. They face three basic prob- 
lems. The first is how to keep their costs down 
when what they are providing is largely personal 
service. The second basic problem is how to com- 
pete with air, which sells speed, but which is 
enabled by the help of all Governments to sell it at 
far below its true cost. The third basic problem 
facing British passenger shipping is Government 
subsidisation of competing passenger ships. Prim- 
arily on the Atlantic, one Government after another 
has decided that the national prestige argument is 
a sufficient reason to subsidise commercially un 
economic passenger ships. The United States is 
the outstanding example, but France and Italy 
are in the race too and now Cunard believes that 
it cannot stand on its own. 

Thus, British passenger ships face competition 
fostered by Governments both at sea and in the air. 
One is bound to conclude that the fields open to 
them are becoming narrower, which is not to say 
that they may not still be found, where perhaps 
by a combination of increasing travelling public, 
growing tourist interest, and all-the-year-round 
load factor, ships may yet be able to stand on their 
own feet. But each replacement poses a specific 
problem. There can no longer be an automatic 
replacement of one old passenger ship by one new 
one. Passenger shipping is a good example of how, 





* Paper presented to the London congress of the Institute of 
Transport on April 28. The author is a past president of the 
Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom, and is chairman 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 


once governments enter the commercial arena, they 
tend to make life impossible for private enterprise 

even when they do not mean to do so. Passenge 
ships in the North Atlantic are becoming very much 
like a public service run for prestige, and assuming 
a continuation of present national policies in the 
air and by sea, one can only foresee a diminishing 
sphere for passenger ships run as a commercial! 
venture 


The Tramp 
fhe tramp is suffering from two developments 
to itself As the size of individual 
some have found that they 
can employ ships full time on their particular work 
this purpose, and if used full 
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ire entering the grain traade large n 
tankers can find 1 il to carry } ley can carry 
grain—not so conveniently perhaps; not perhaps 
it a profit; but at a loss less than they would inc 
by laying up. Thus, in these bad times tankers ar 
attacking the grain trad one of the staple trade 
of the tramps. But all in all, tramps are least 
affected by Governments, and least likely to develop 
into national transport services 


Cargo Liners 

Finally, we must consider the cargo liners—th« 
ships serving a regular trade. They, too, have their 
peculiar troubles. The first springs from the grow 
ing tendency of nations to protect their shipping, 
as they protect their manufactures. Shipping is 
not protected by tariffs, but either by subsidies or 
discrimination. Discrimination, even more per 
nicious than subsidies, both because it is less 
obvious and because it positively diminishes the 
pool of cargo for which all ships can compete, sees 
to it that national cargoes are carried in national 
flag ships, and not in the ships therefore, by impli- 
cation, more efficient ones. This is a very difficult 
form of international commercial practice to check 
or to wipe out. National prestige and defence both 
come into the picture, but once a shipping industry 
is artificially built up, then there exists a vested 
interest which sees that the taxpayer helps to 
support it somehow, 

The second problem peculiar to cargo liners is 
how to fix the level of rates at a remunerative level 
This is peculiar to cargo liners, because charter 
rates for both tramps and tankers are established 
by a market. It is no use blinking the fact that in 
a number of liner trades the general level of tariffs 
is not enough over a period to produce sufficient 
reward for the capital invested in the necessary 
ships. The return is in many cases less than that 
which the same amount of capital would receive if 
invested in the industries which produce the cargo 
for the ships. Yet the risks of owning the ships are 
seldom less than those of producing their cargoes 


The Alternatives 

Something has gone wrong in the general attitude 
of mind on this subject, and a great deal of explana- 
tion and education is needed in many parts of the 
world to convince traders and Governments alike 
that if they want overseas shipping services for 
their exports or imports, they must allow the 
capital needed for them to get a return at least as 
high as in less risky enterprises. If we cannot alter 
this climate of opinion, there are two alternatives 
rhe first is that Governments will have to subsidise 
shipping, if they will not allow it to charge enough 
This will end in national time. The 
second is that ships will not be replaced, a shortage 
vill gradually develop, and ships will then com 
mand something nearer to the rates they need, 
because their services are essential to trade 

Such, then, is an idea of the extent to which 
British Shipping, in its various branches, can look 
forward to a future as independent of Government 
help as the past has been. The extent will differ 
in these branches, but it seems clear that the era 
of maximum freedom and independence is past, 
and that unless governments in general reverse the 
present trend towards the subsidisation and artifi- 
cial stimulation of national shipping, coupled with 
discrimination so as to force traffic into its hands, 
British shipping, over a_ gradually increasing 
field, will be forced into choosing between the need 
for support from its own Government, together 
with the implications of that course, and a contrac 
tion of its business 


services in 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Until April 30.—British Waterways. Display of Pleasure Craft 
Gas Street Basin, Birmingham. Monday to Friday, 2.30 p.m 
to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 11.30 a.m. to 9 p.m 
Until May 1.—R.C.T.S. “Salute ‘to Steam” 
City Museum 
April 30.—0O.S. (Northern). Mr. Holt, ‘‘Road Service Licensing 
Y.M.C.A., Newcastle upon Tyne, 6.30 p.m 
May 2.-—-S.E. C. E. Tharratt, “Problems in the Launching of 
Black Knight.”” The Geological Society, Burlington House, 
W.1. 5.30 p.m 
May 3.—Inst.C.E. Symposium on London—Birmingham Motor- 
way. Great George Street, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 
May 3-13.—Mechanical Handling Exhibition. 
London 
May 4.—I.Mech.E. Dr. Ekhart Schmidt, ‘The 
Heavy-duty Diesel Engine: its Development 
Application ’’ 1 Birdcage Walk, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 
E.R.S. “British Railways Audible Warning System’ and 
‘Swiss Narrow Gauge Railways."’ 153 Drummond Street, 
N.W.1 7.15 p.m 
B.I.R.E, (Computer). J. N. Naish, ‘Computer Controlled 
Television Display for Flight Simulators.’ London School 
of Hygiene, Keppel Street, Gower Street, W.C.1. 6.30 p.m 
Inst. P. F. C. Thomas, ‘The Stabilisation of Crude Oil.” 
61 New Cavendish Street, W.1. 5.30 p.m. 
May 4-5.—Municipal Passenger Transport Association 
meeting Southampton 
May 5.—R.C.T.S. (Sheffield). J. Blundell. “Railway Transpor- 
tation in France during the Second World War.” Livesey- 
Clegg House, Sheffield. 7.30 p.m 
May 6.—Rly ( P. Broad'ey “Modern Railway Signalling 
Developments.”’ Royal Scottish Corporation, Fetter Lane, 
:.C.4. 7 p.m 
May 17—20—Publi 
Scarborough 


Exhibition. Leeds 


Earls Court, 


High-Speed 
Design and 


Managers 


Transport Association Conference at 


——— 


Battery service for all aircraft, road vehicles and 
industrial equipment is now available at a new 
depot opened at London Airport by Pritchett and 
Gold and E.P.S. Co., Limited. The depot, which is 
located in Building 203D, Eastern Perimeter Road 
(telephone Skyport 4321—ext. 6023), carries stocks 
of Dagenite batteries of all types and undertakes 
genera] battery servicing. 


The first of 76 new trains 
built by 
Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage 
& Wagon Co. Ltd. 


532 of these new tube 
cars are being supplied 
for service on the 
PICCADILLY LINE 
and they are being 
fitted with 


ELECTRO-PNEUMATIC 
BRAKES— 


the modern brake for modern 
electric stock 


Brakes designed and made in England by :— 


Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd., 82 York Way, King’s Cross, London, N.1 


India—Saxby & Farmer (India) Private Ltd., Calcutta 





Australia—Westingh Brake (A 


lasia) Pty. Ltd., Concord West, N.5.W. 


South Africa—Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. $.A. (Pty.) Ltd., Johannesburg 


Agents :—Bellamy & Lambie, Johannesburg 

















OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


MODERN TRANSPORT, 3-16 WOBURN PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 


Official Notices, Tenders, and other announcements, can 
be accepted up to first post Tuesday morning for insertion 
in the current week's issue. 

Rate: 48s. per single column inch. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES 














Jollsain: life 


Pewnonies-::ite 


SPECIALIST PRODUCTS IN “CY” 


REGO. 
ABRASION-RESISTING ALLOY 
LOCO 
BRAKE 
BLOCK LIFE 


extended from 
3 months to 

24 years 

This is typical of the extra 


which, although remarkably 

resistant to weer, heave no 
adverse effect on loco tyres. This is one of our most 
popular applicati After exhaustive tests many of 
the best known fa of | tives fit Cy 
brake blocks as standard. 


FOLLSAIN-WYCLIFFE 
FOUNDRIES LTD. 
LUTTERWORTH - Near RUGBY 
Tel.: Lutterworth 10, 60 & 152 
Grams: “'Wycliffe,”’ Lutterworth 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS should be 
addressed to THE MANAGER, Classified Adver- 
tisements, MODERN TRANSPORT, Russell 
Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 


RATES.—The minimum ¢ for classified adver- 
tisements is 78. for 14 words or less, and 6d. for 
each itional word. The name and address of the 
advertiser is charged at the same rate. If a box 
number is used 2s. extra is charg 
and address and postage. 
each paragraph is estimated separately. 

Notices and semi-display in the classified 
are charged at the rate of 48s. per single column inch. 

ACCEPT ANCE.—Advertisements can be accepted up 
to 2.30 p.m. on Monday to ensure insertion in the 
current week's issue. MODE:N TRANSPORT is 
on Sale every Friday. 








SITUATIONS VACANT 

UTO Electrical Foreman for Ghana required by large British 
4 Mining Company. To be responsible for al! electrical work 
on road and rail transport. Salary £100 per month, Accommoda- 
tion and passages provided for applicant and wife. 15 months 
ab-oad followed by three months’ leave on full pay. Particulars 
w th age and experience, to Box No. 3836, Mopren~ Transport 
3-16 Woburn Piece, London, W.C.1 


ENERAL FOREMAN required by operator of heavy and 
light vehic'es in Oxford area. Must be ab’e to lead men 
and he'p to instil in them a pride for their vehic'es and the job 
they do. Salary by arrangement bet not less than £1,000 per 
annum to commence. Ful! details of experience, age, etc., to 
Box No. 3835, Mopern Transrort, 316 Woburn Place, 
wc 








CITY TRANSPORT OPERATION 





Theme of S.R.P.T.A. Conference 





OAD passenger transport operation in cities 
was the theme of the thirty-eighth annual 
conference of the Scottish Road Passenger 

Transport Association, heli at Turnberry last 
week. An abstract of the paper read by Mr. R. W 
Adams, chief engineer (and recently recommended 
to be appointed deputy manager) of Belfast City 
Transport Department, appeared in our April 23 
issue. He dealt with the ““Way of a Road Trans 
port Operator in a City”’ and stirred up a vigorous 
liscussion. 

At the opening of the meeting the president, Mr 
|. Mackle, general manager, Belfast City Trans 
port, regretted the Chancellor's failure to abolish 

200 per cent tax on diese! fuel for road passen 

vehicles and pointed that the machinery 

eady xisted fuel was already avai 
As the road 


lor testing 
r ing nsible 


out 
as tax free 
engines and the like 
istry comprised resp: 
j high 
lriven by highly « 


iid have p 


; 


had a maint 


lrivers 


standard 
MN pe | 


arity 


and f ards for 
productivity of the industry, witl 


replacement 


a TeV 


old spirit of co-operation and 


trust and selfishness by frankness and goodwill! 


The Dinner 
The 
ation at 
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Proposing the toast 
ger Transport Assoc 
Mr \ F R. Car chairman 
Transport Association, made a further refe 
fuel tax-——the services busmen provided were taxed 
as if they luxury when they were of the 
utmost necessity. In the P.T.A. they thought the 
S.R.P.T.A. a most valuable ally; he paid a tribute 
to the work on behalf of the industry of Mr. W. M 
Little, a past president of the S.R.P.T.A. and 
general manager of Edinburgh City Transport 

In his reply Mr. Joe Mackle referred to the links 
between Scotland and Northern Ireland and, as had 
Mr. Carling, mentioned the grievous losses to the 
association of Mr. Walter Alexander, Senior, and 
of Mr. John Sword. He thanked his vice-president, 
Mr. R. Mackenzie, for carrying out many of his 
duties during his own recent illness. Mr. R. Mac 
kenzie proposed “‘The Guests’’ most attractively 


innual 


ing of the 


were a 


and Mr. J. S. Lees, home sales manager, Leyland 
Motors, Limited, in his expressed the 
indebtedness of all to the secretary, Mr. Tom Gray, 
and his helpers. 


resp Tse 


Discussion 

Discussion on Mr Adams's paper was opent d by 
Mr. Lindsey Stewart, deputy town clerk, Edin 
burgh, who said that it was necessary to assess what 
proportion of the population would, in the foresee 
able future, have to use public transport There 
would still remain a very high proportion; for their 
carriage public passenger transport should be 
priority over ail other 


certain times of the day 
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stage where in 


to bring in the necessary revé 
reaching a point e the poor lass of peoy 

the people who could not afford the motor car, 
were the people they expected to pay for public 
transport. The motorist should be made to under 
stand that he had a responsibility for public trans 
port. He used it occasionally, his employees used 
it, his aged parents used it and his children 
very good argument indeed for 
some contribution to its cost 


wher 


used 
it, so there was a 
the motorist to make 
Rather than a Royal Commission to examine publi 
transport and parking problems he suggested a joint 
approach by the industry and professional institu 
tions to urge the Government to drop the laissez- 
faire system in dealing with public transport and 
the road system in Britain 


On this. matter Sir John Harcourt, a former chair 
man of Belfast City Transport, heartily agreed with 
Mr. Fitzpayne. If a city were carved up and every 
thing attractive removed to make a motor speed 
way people would not want to come to it at all and 
so the object would be defeated. On the other hand 
the driving out of the private motorist would drive 
large ratepayers from a city. In Northern Ireland 
in his view, the railways had been abandoned too 
readily. (Mr. Adams had pointed out that 90 per 
cent of the travelling public in cities were users of 
public transport and, that Lord 
Kelvin had said, it was necessary to make measure 
ments to extent of the problems that 
had to be solved 
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improvement in running time was aiter 
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Purpose of City Life 
That it was time someone pointed out that city 
life did not exist to suit the transport undertakings 
the theme of the contribution by Councillor 
Doig, chairman, Dundee Corporation Transport; 


was 





Keeping Track of Trains 
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train describer equipment 


In all Regions of British Railways, STC Train 
Describer Systems help to provide a new 
degree of operational efficiency. 

The equipment pinpoints every train in the 
area. Normal operation is entirely automatic, 
although full provision is made for manual 
operation when required. Once the description 


has been set by 


the initiating signalman, 


the system is activated and controlled by the 
passage of trains over certain track circuits 
and descriptions pass automatically from box 


to box. 


More and more 


STC Train Describers are 


being installed as Railway modernisation 


proceeds. 











Latest type STC train describers display train 


descriptions on the actual track diagrams. Train 





descriptions move across the track diagram in 


step with the train movements and pass on auto- 
matically to the next box. 


Write for descriptive literature to:— 


Srandard Telephones and Cables Limited 


Registered Office : Connaught House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2 


INSTRUMENTATION AND CONTROL DIVISION 


PROGRESS WAY GREAT 


CAMBRIDGE ROAD 


ENFIELD MIDDLESEX 
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streets and in favour of 
multi-storey car parks. Mr. John Birch, general 
manager, Birch Bros., Limited, pointed out how 
bottlenecks now arose 10 miles outside the central 
area of London, he pinned faith on extension of 
parking meters. He called attention to the 
valuable services of the railways in handling com- 
muter traffic and reminded the audience of the 
chaos in London on a day when the tube railways 
were not at work Any idea that London could 
live without its underground system com- 
pletely unthinkable. He also suggested considera 
tion of a four-day working week with longer hours 
than at present and the introduction then of 
gered days rather than staggered hours 
At the annual general meeting of the asso 

Roderick Mackenzie, general manager, Scot 
tish Omnib Limited, was elected esident 
and Baillie W Reid, vice-preside The 
conference for 1961 will be held at Turnberry and 
vill begin on April 18. Messrs. G. B. Dryden and 
R. Armstrong mn tl silver quaich 

presented by Mr. H. ]. Fergus 
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Effects of Controls 
These then are the controls which the state has 
exercised over inland transport in this country 
Over the railways, a rather haphazard control by 
Parliament in the middle of last century over the 
building and operation of our railway system—or 
rather over the multiplicity of railway enterprises, 
some large but many quite small, which made up 
what has since become a system—was followed by 
the imposition of very severe limitations upon their 
charging powers. These limitations were the pro 
tection of the customer against a carrier who was 
virtually a monopolist, but they continued 
after the monopoly situation had disappeared 
Nevertheless it was very evident, in the discus 
sions which preceded the 1953 Act, with how much 
anxiety the trading community and other interests, 
the independent ports, contemplated th: 
removal of many of those restrictions upon thx 
freedom of action of a unified thority 


utpnority 


long 


suc h as 


ros} 
Traiway a 


Test of Success 
As regards road passenger tr 
ibly true to say that the 1930 
the building up of an efficient system of bus and 
coach services which has served the country well, 
but it has certainly had its effect on the railways, 
not least in long distance coach services. In the case 
it is more difficult to estimate the 
effects of the licensing system because of the enor 
mous growth of the C-licence fleet carrying mer 
chandise which otherwise would go by rail or by 
hauliers’ vehicles. One of the tests of the success 
of railway modernisation may well be the extent to 
which, by better service and attractive rates, they 
can win back traffic the trader now carries himself 
It is perhaps an under-statement to say in con 
clusion that the picture that emerges from all this 
is complex. What have is a pattern built up 
originally from many small parts, and the freedom 
ind of the great amalgama 
into which some of them have been welded 
en cirt 1 from time to time by checks 
an iltimate effects of which could not 
» been fe vhen they were imposed. But 
» checks and balances were inevitable lransport 
is too important to the life of the community and 
the prosperity ol industry to escape interference 
from the stat even in those days when 
faire was the watchword in economic matters. It 
cannot therefore run purely as a 
Neither, at least in this country, is internal trans 
port likely to be run pur without 
regard to its cost. What we have is a mixtur 
the problem is to make it work as well 
without too much regard to pure logic 
high regard to practical issues and a 
make changes when they are 
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SIXTH COACH RALLY 


(Continued from page 11) 


Other driving-test class awards went to R. W. S. 
Smith, in a Bedford-Plaxton of Comfy 
Coaches, Limited, Farnham, which was also overall 
runner-up in its class, and D. O’Neill in a 30-seat 
\lbion-Harrington of Western Welsh Omnibus Co., 
Limited, Cardiff. This contestant took the 
award for the smartest driver The Sasserath, 
Alfred Trophy, awarded to the operator of the 
coach gaining highest marks for safety features, 
was won by a Fiat-Van Hool of the West Belgian 
Coach Company, Ostend, while the Howard 
Trophy, for the Continental entry with highest 
marks in the concours, was taken by a second Fiat- 
Van Hool operated by Motorways (Overseas), 
Limited, with an A.E.C.-Jonckheere of Fourways 
Travel, Limited, runner-up. 

Other winners of special and class awards were a 
Bedford-Plaxton owned by D. R. Rennison 
(Kirkby and Trico-Folberth trophies), a Ford- 
Duple of Warburton Bros, (Bury), Limited (Taylor 
Trophy), an A.E.C.-Plaxton of Glenton Tours, 
Limited (Plaxton and E. J. Baker trophies), an 
A.E.C.-Yeates operated by Victory Omnibus Co., 
Limited (Yeates and Widney trophies), an Albion 
of Embankment Motor Co. (Plymouth), Limited, 
with 29-seat coachwork of the operator s own con 
(National Steel Foundry Trophy), a 
of Fred Davis and Sons ( Notting Hill 
A.V. Trophy) and a second A.E.C 
Glenton Tours 4. W. Chapman 


25-seat 


also 


struction 
Ford-Duplk 
Limited, (¢ 
Plaxton of 
Trophy) 

Washing facilities for coaches made avail 
able to competitors by kind permission of Mr 
Winston Robinson, general manager of Brighton 
Corporation Transport, at Lewes Road depot, where 
the latest Widney washing machine has recently 
been installed 


were 
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B.P. Chairmanship Birfield Scholarships 
he board of the British Petroleum Co., Limited, WARDS in the Birfield university scholarship 
sige ° * 

has announced that Sir Neville Gass, having scheme have just been announced Last | - a ; ; i 

reached normal retirement age, is relinquish year, in its first year of operation, two Services il eS PCla ad BS] ne Con alner- S 
ing his appointment as chairman on June 30 next awards were made, but this year three young 
The board has appointed the Hon. M. R. Bridge- men will benefit under the scheme They are 
man to be chairman and Mr. J. M. Pattinson to Messrs. D. D. Croft, of Oundle, A. C. E. Robin 
be a deputy chairman. It is intended to appoint son, of Eton, and F. Thaxton, of King Edward's 


Mr M I 3anks to fill the vacancy on the School Norwich In addition to stipu vp wo | 
board caused by the retirement f Sir Neville years’ training with Birfield Group ny s, | 0 all om 
h ward provides university and c« ge fee 


1 Salary which aver 
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issistant 
master at Blyth in 1933 
n f the com He ibsequently held 
pany From 1941 to ippointment 
1945 Mr. Young was a master, Kirkby 
unit controller for the Stephen yvardmaster 


aap of War Trans” Haverton Hill and Port All parts of Northern Ireland, Scotland and England served 
POTE, or the ‘alKITK (Clarence; chief trains ; 


irea When Cowan and clerk ind. chief con 


Company was national- troller, district operat Greatly Minimised Risk of Loss by Theft or Damage 
Mr. J. H. Young ised he was appointed  jng superintendent's Me. A. B. Purnell 

listrict trathe superin office ‘Yor! und . : G ; + . : 
, distr , — ‘ree Insurance »neral Merchandise)— £800 per ton 

tendent for the Dundee district of the Road gtationmaster, Bridlington. In 1943 he becam Free Insurance (Gener andise) | 
J issistant district operating superintendent, Leeds, . . . 1 . 
appointment in 1951 to the traffic costing section, and in 1944 was appointed assistant district C losed Securitv-Locked ( ontainers 
British | fransport Commission, Scottish Region operating superintendent at Norwich. In 1948 he / 
In ag how’ Young ap Appointed meat aioe. was appointed general assistant to the commercial 
to the chief commercial manager, Scottish egion, su rintendent 7 t I erpool Stree ree vears 
B. R., and has recently been acting as district P ee ae eee treet and three year 


commercial manager, Dundee later became assistant district operating super Hygiene and Cleanliness 


intendent, Newcastle the post he vacates to take 
* * * 


up his new appointment 
We regret to record the death of Mr. R. P ; at * . 


reagh, a director of the Simms Motor and Elec , 
5 We record with regret the death of Mr 


ostello, a former member of the board of Cor . ‘ : ._% : 
ek. All Goods Conveyed with Minimum Packing 


* * . 


Sas station 


Haulage Executive where he remained until his 


Insulated Containers for Perishable Foodstuffs—for 


Open Containers and “Flats” for Unpacked Machinery ete. 
tronics Corporation, Limited He was 70 and ,¢ 


iad joined the Simms board in 1948 | 
. * - 


om pi 


Maidstone | District Motor Services imited | 
faidstone and District Mot iis Li Mr. Kenneth M. Eaton has been appointed to 


if P ¢ »ATTASS to the »0S Oo P ‘ 4 
Teen ie genevil meager ir eufeeion {he board of directors of Vauxhall Motor, Limited Door-to-door inclusive rates 


Eaton was made general supply manager of 
to the late Mr. G. Brown. Mr 3arrass JOINS the company on March 1 thi wads ° 
OND) by Vi ' bs) yt i 


M. and D. from the Midland ‘‘Red’’ company * ¥ Pi 


" * * We regret to record the death of Mr. W 
Mr. R. A. Fryars, chief engineer of A.E.( Crawford, assistant to the superintendent of 


Limited, is on a flying visit to Africa. He is visit- operation, Waterloo, Southern Region, B.R., from 

ing Johannesb irg and Nairobi and will advise 1951 until his retirement in 1954. He was 70 

\.E.( Vehicles (S.A.), Limited, and A.E.( * x * on 
Central Africa (Pvt.), Limited, on their technical Mr. P. H. R. Turner (Thomas Allen, Limited) 

programmes for these growing markets has been elected chairman of the Metropolitan and 


* * * South E 
The first meeting of the year for the London 1960-61 


area of the Transport Golfing Society was held at * * . 

St. George’s Hill Golf Club, Weybridge. The first Mr. Bryan Samain has been appointed manager, 
prizewinners were Messrs. A Darlow Esso public relations staff, the Ford Motor Co., Limited 
Petroleum), handicap 8, and E. J. Beveridge vacated recently by Mr. M. J. Buckmaster. He 


astern area of the R.H.A. for the year 


Harrods , handicap 7; and second Messrs. A. L vill take up this appointment on May 16. Mr 
Smith (Blundell Spence) and T. Read (Marsham Samain was previously head of public relations to (London) Ltd and (Belfast) Ltd 
Tyres) the Cementation group of com r 
I I tion group « ym panies 
* cs * * oe 
Mr Hattan (Schweppes, Limited) has been Mr G Mackenzie Junner LONDON 79 Dunton Road se | Bermondsey 4881/4 (Head Office) and Elland Road se 15 New Cross 4885/7 
1. of the London and Home Counties M.{.Mech.] resident of the Institute of Road Traffic Depot) PRESTON The Docks Preston 86742/4 LARNE (Northern Ireland) Bay Road Larne 2331/2 


lectes hairma 
" 1 


livision of the Traders Road Transport Association lransport nginee! id n sf born 3 
Mr. G. F. Page (J. Lyons and ¢ . Limited) is a oe ro, of The RANE Vv tor is ae ane BELFAST 35/39 Middlepath Street Belfast 59261/5 MANCHESTER 2 270/1 Royal Exchange Buildings 
new ice-chairman and Messrs. J. W. Bannard joined th ard o é group of companies Blackfriars 9287/9 GLASGOW 10 Bothwell Street c2 City 6997/8 (Offices) and 17/21 Tylefield Street sz 
Unil 1 H. C. Chandler (I Limited : . : 

ever) and vandler (Fisons, Limited) t ure ubr 1t supplements oeoe ; . . . Ve 
ne Md é om rewerhter ae alm whi ~ | manufacturers of lubricant supplement Bridgeton 2277/8 Traffic Depot) ARDROSSAN (Ayrshire) Harbour Street Salteoats 1911/2 
lave e€ re-electec ce airme I 
Lamborn (Spillers, Limited) has been re-elected to Mr. W. H ted. who recently retired from BRISTOL 61 Park Street Bristol 25435/6 
the post of chairman. At the luncheon of the divi- the position of chief development officer, Southern 
] 


sion which preced d the annual general meeting Region British Railways, has also retired from — creamer 
this week Mr. F. H. Layton, the retiring divisional the board of directors of the East Kent Road Car 


chairman, suggested that the Minister of Transport Co., Limited. Mr. David McKenna, O.B.E., who 
should enlist the support of the association's Lon is the assistant general manager of the Southern TI 

don traffic committee They were not blind to the Region, has been appointed in his stead CLASSIFIED ADVER SEMENTS 
A Mr. F. D rald I : 


wider issues Fitz-Geral who has retired * . * 
Accepted up to first post on Tuesday morning 





as the national secretary, referred to the restrictions \ paper ‘‘The Future Developments of the 
which were placed on road transport in West Internal System of Transport’’ will be read by 
Germany. This example, he said, had been quoted Mr. D. L. Munby, M.A., reader in economics and a ° . "es law 
with approval by some in the House of Commons. organisation of transport at Nuffield College, for insertion in the current week's issue. 
It was easy, he reminded his hearers, to play on Oxford, at the Royal Society of Arts on May 4 at ’ MER 

the conscience of the public in the wrong way, e.g 2.30 p-m. Admission is by invitation to non Rate: 6d per word, minimum of 14 words. 


about road safety and the congestion caused by members. The chair will be taken by Major- 


heavy lorries. General G. N. Russell, member of the B.T.( Use of a box number—2s extra. 
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SILVER ROADWAYS L 


Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts = 


BRISTOL LONDON 


8 The Grove, Bristol 1 22-24 Bermondsey Wall West 12 Dixon Street, C.2 
BRISTOL 22315 $.£.16 CITY 3381 


BIRMINGHAM asc eae LIVERPOOL 
323 High St., West Bromwich. CARDIFF 11 Old Hall Street, Liverpool, 3 


: Staffs. 10 Dumfries Place ean fee 

Latter days on the now closed Shropshire and Montgomeryshire Railway on the occasion Caer Saemnees 5005 CARDIFF 21631 

of a visit by the Railway and Canal Historical Society: W. D. Wickham diesel trollies on the NOSTEINAM 

Criggion branch; Shrawardine Bridge over the Severn; below, British Quarrying Company’s LLANELLY SWANSEA Pavilion Building, Pavilion Road, 

Sentinel locomotive at Criggion; and, right, WD 0-6-0 tank No. 143 om two coaches by Morfa Works, Lianelly Exchange Buildings West Bridgford 
Birmingham R.C.W. built for the Ealing—Southend through trains in 1911 AE Cone SWANSEA 56171/5 Tae Oe 

















IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 





Viscount Air Liner Still In Demand 





RDERS worth nearly £5 million for a total 
of seven Series 800 Vickers Viscount air 
liners have been placed with Vickers-Arm- 

strongs (Aircraft), Limited, by All-Nippon Air 
ways, Tokyo, the Government of Ghana for Ghana 
Airways and V.A.S.P., the Brazilian airline. The 
All-Nippon contract, which was arranged through 
Mitsui Buossan Kaysha, Limited, is for three 
V8l0 aircraft for delivery in July, 1961. Three 
machines of similar type, scheduled for delivery to 
Ghana Airways in May, June and July, 1961, will 
be operated on African West Coast and Middle 
East services, while one V827 Viscount for 
V.A.S.P., for delivery in August, will join that 
perator’s ficet of similar machines, five of which 
delivered in 1958-59. The total number of 
Visocounts sold is brought to 423 


eTe 


Oil from the Sea 

Abu Dhabi Marine Areas, in which a two-thirds 
iterest is held by the British Petroleum Company 
and one-third by Compagnie Francaise des Petroles, 
has ordered from the British Industrial Engineering 
Co., Limited, three wellhead protection towers for 
installation at offshore drilling sites in the Persian 
Gulf. When the towers are erected the tops will 
form helicopter platforms. The towers each contain 
up to 230 tons of steel and are of all-welded tubular 
construction. Almost all of the welding plant 
employed by the British Industrial Engineering 
Company for the welded fabrication was supplied 

by Quasi-Arc, Limited. 


Sperry Marine Equipment in February 

Fulfilment of part of an important order from 
Shell Tankers, Limited, is refiected in February 
marine equipment delivery figures issued by Sperry 
Gyroscope Co., Limited. The order is for 10 Mark 
El gyro compasses and associated repeaters 
required to bring the navigational equipment on 
some of the Shell company's older vessels up to 
date. Other delivery detaile include mention of a 
wide variety of ships whose owners and builders 
choose Sperry, ranging from a dredger with the new 
cutting angle indicator (a second prototype) to a 
passenger liner with a Mark XIV gyro compass, 
gyropilot and course recorder. Also mentioned is 
the _ al tiller pilot, which has so far fulfilled 
the need for simple-to-operate compact electric and 
automatic steering control in vessels ranging from 
a few hundred up to almost 40,000 tons. The 
largest vessel recorded in the February list is a 
tanker of 46,200 tons (d.w.) for the Mobil Oil 
Company's tanker fleet, which has the usual Sperry 
gyro compass-gyropilot equipment and rudder 
angle indicator. 


Air B.P. to Fuel Hungarian Airline 

Air B.P., the international aviation service of 
the B.P. Group, has signed an exclusive contract 
with the Hungarian National Airline, MALEV, to 
supply all its fuel and service needs at western air 
ports. MALEV will be operating flights from Buda- 
pest to airports in nine Western European countries 
and plans further extensions of this network, among 
others to London. The airline is currently using 
piston-engined aircraft but is to introduce Russian- 


built Ilushin 18 turboprop air liners in the near 
future. At the same time Air BP signed a contract 
to supply through MALEV the total needs of avia- 
tion petrol for western airlines at Budapest. 


A.E.C. Overseas Orders 

A. EA Limited, has received an order for 50 
Reliance lightweight underfloor passenger chassis 
from U.T.1.¢ the large Portuguese transport 
combine, which has current orders for 43 Reliance 
chassis in course of delivery. U.T.I.C. will build 
the bodies for these vehicles in its own shops 
Commonwealth Engineering Co Limited, New 
South Wales, has ordered 25 A.E.< AVU470G 
diesel engines to power earthmoving equipment 
The order was placed through A.E.( Australia 
Pty Limited. Netherlands Railways has placed 
an order with Kemper en Van Twist Diesel N.V 
. Ef Netherlands di ibutor for 15 egal 
Ik IV hea h 
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Road-Building Contracts 

I he Mini I | ] 
Worcestershire Cou \ iltoa pt ‘ n 
£3,749,674) of A. Monk and ¢ Limited, f 
construction 15-mile lengtl yf the 
Birmingham motorway from Warndon to 
the Ross Spur Award of a contract for a 12}-mik 
length of the motorway, between Lydiate Ash and 
Warndon, to the same company, was announced 
last month. Work on the whole 27} miles will be 
started shortly and should be completed within 
18 months. A contract has also been placed this 
week by Liverpool Corporation with Tarmac Civil 
Engineering, Limited, for construction of a new 
44-mile road to replace part of existing road B4391 
in the Tryweryn Valley which, with the hamlet of 
Capel Celyn and part of the railway between Bala 
and Blaenau Ffestiniog, will be submerged when a 
new impounding reservoir is completed. Value of 
the Tarmac contract is £303,000 


ter f Transport h 


of a iurther 
Bristol 1d 


London Midland Region Contracts 

The London Midland Region of British Railways 
announces the following contracts in connection 
with modernisation and electrification schemes 

Hoveringham Engineering Co., Limited, Nottingham, for 
structural steelwork for new diesel maintenance shop at Newton 
Heath 

W. H. Heywood Co., Limited, London, S.W.1, for patent 
glazing in the new diesel maintenance shop at Newton Heath. 

Sir Alfred McAlpine and Son, Limited, Wirral, for new 
power signalbox at Weaver Junction 

E. Jones and Rawlinson, Limited, Manchester, 6, for 
reconstruction of Levenshulme, Heaton Chapel, Cheadle Hulme, 
Styall, Wilmslow and Holmes Chapel! stations 

Sir Alfred McAlpine and Son, Limited, Wolverhampton, for 
new freight terminal at Bradford Street, Walsall, and new coal 
depot at Long Street, Walsall 

‘he Norwest Construction Co., 
reconstruction of four bridges on the Crewe—Birdswood line 
one bridge on the Runcorn Branch, and one bridge on the 
Timperley and Garston Line and alterations to one bridge and 
demolition of one bridge on the Runcorn Branch 

Thomas Storey (Engineers), Limited, Stockport, for girder 
work for six bridges on the South Staffordshire Line 

P. and W. MacLellan. Limited, Glasgow, S.1, for girder 
for two bridges on the South Staffordshire Line 

Leonard Fairclough, Limited, Adlington, for lightweight diesel 
fuelling and carriage cleaning facilities at Cornbrook Sidings 
Manchester 


Limited, Liverpool, 21, for 


work 
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New Line Between African Ports 


HE East Asiatic Company, the Danish-French 
Steamship Company and the General Steam 
Navigation Co., Limited, are to operate a 

new coastal freight and passenger line between 
South and West African ports. It will be main 
tained by three ships between Durban and various 
South and West African ports as far as Accra and 
Takoradi in Ghana and will be called the Union 
West African Line. There will be one sailing in 
each direction every three Weeks. It 
that the line was to be operated asa 
African ‘ 


was stated 
‘transport 
service for the states.’ 
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U.S. Line Deal Off 


(SONTROL of American Export Lines is not to 

pass to the United States Freight Company, a 
leading freight forwarder, as was earlier forecast in 
an American report. The agreement was due to be 
completed on April 12 and the acquisition would 
have been achieved by share transfers to the tune 
of $9} million, however United States Freight did 
not in the event comply with the terms of the pro 
posed transfer and, in consequence, Mrs. Josephine 
Bay Paul and her husband, the principal stock 
holders in American Export Lines, withdrew from 
the negotiations. U.S. Freight Company, formed 
in 1925, moves freight in containers by rail and sea 
as part of its extensive operations. The turnover of 
the wouldbe purchaser was three times that of the 
shipping company. 


Hydrofoil Research in U.S.A. 


(THE hydrofoil vessel which is to be built in the 

U.S.A. by Dynamic Developments, an 
affiliate of the Grumman Aircraft Corporation, 
will be largely an aluminium vessel, it is stated, 
104 ft. long, powered by a combination of aircraft 
jet engine and gas turbine. The hull will utilise 
all the technology of stressed seaplane hull con- 
struction, and the hydrofoils will be retractable. 
An inertial guidance system will probably be used. 
The U.S. Maritime Administration is reported to 
have a programme designed to find out if large 
hydrofoils in the 500-1,000 ton range are suitable 


for high speed ocean transport. The craft being 
built will serve as a research project in three 
respects: (a) the application of lightweight air- 
craft gas turbines for marine propulsion; (b) work 
on advanced right-angle drive transmission 
systems capable of delivering 20,000 s.h-p.; 
(c) the employment of surface-piercing super 
cavitating hydrofoils 


Forth Ports—a Gloomy Picture 


fUIRTH of Forth ports had a lean year in 1959 

The Forth Shipowne rs Association blames 
decreased coal exports for this situation Leith 
exported 44,000 tons less coal; Methil suffered an 
even greater reduction and Grangemouth would 
have been comparably hit but for increased traffic 
Leith lost severely by 


ottish 
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120 tons and 130 ft. jib has been transported by 
this method. A convoy of three p toons specially 
Wimpey and Co., Limited, 
with Texaco Trinidad for 
is being towed by the Dutch 
836-ton Zwarte Ze: 
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FINANCIAL RESULTS 


OTES on the trading results, dividends and financial provisions 
of companies associated with the transport industry are 
contained in this feature, together with details of share 

issues, acquisitions and company formations or reorganisations 
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National Electric Construction 


National Electric Construction Co 
Limited are to receive a higher ordinary dividend for 1959 at 20 
per cent (17} per cent), Group net profits £121,871 (£104,876 
after tax of £87,739 (£87,397 


B.E.T. Omnibus Services 


A final dividend on the ordinary stock of 8 per cent tax 
free, making 12 per cent for the year ended March 31, 1960, is 
declared by B.E.T. Omnibus Services, Limited (last year, final 
dividend of 74 per cent, making 11 per cent) The net profit 
for the year (after £355,529 for taxation) is £513,809 (£556,297) 


Shareholders in the 


Beyer, Peacock 


Beyer, Peacock and Co., Limited, incurred a net loss of 
£1,592 (net profit £149,849). A final dividend of 12 per cent is 
declared. For the previous year an interim of 3 per cent was 
paid and was followed by a special profits tax interim of 9 per 
cent, so that the distribution is effectively the same 


British Wagon 

The annual review of the British Wagon Co., Limited 
that the associated British Railway Traffic and Electric Co 
Limited, has in the past year scrapped certain obsolete tank 
wagons and replaced them with new high-speed vacuum-braked 
wagons. Oil Road Rollers, Limited, and W. T. Palmer and Co 
Leicester), Limited, were amalgamated under the title Road 
Rollers, Limited A saving in transport charges will resu!t from 
a new pattern of depots for this business 


states 





Maybach rail traction 
diesel engines— 

from 400 to 2,000 hp 
can achieve 

16,000 hours between 
major overhauls . .. 


Disc-webbed, roller bearing 


crankshaft and tunnel housing 


... ANOTHER ENGINEERING ADVANCE FROM BRISTOL SIDDELEY 


Bristol Siddeley Engines Limited produce Maybach* 
rail traction diesel engines. Covering a power range from 
400 to 2,000 hp, these diesels are amazingly reliable and 
have shown that they can achieve major overhaul lives of 


12,000 to 16,000 hours! 


The proven basic design features of the whole range 
(straight 4 to 16-cylinder \V) are the same, and each unit 
ean be turbo-charged, or turbo-charged and intercooled. 
The range operates between 1,200 and 1,600 rpm and 
combines the best performance and design qualities of high, 
medium and low-speed diesel engines: light weight and 
compactness, excellent thermal efficiency and extremely 


long life. 
Advanced design features 


The pistons are pressure-oil cooled. This gives very 
efficient heat dissipation and reduces liner and gas ring 


running! 


i 


wear to a minimum. The roller bearing, disc-webbed 


crankshaft is exceptionally rigid within its tunnel housing, 
and in practice withdrawal is not normally necessary 
before 12,000 hours running. So low is big end bearing 
wear that in some cases the protective lead flash has been 
found to be intact when examined after 15,000 hours 


Since the cylinder bore and stroke, and the majority 
of components, are identical in all models, spares stocks 
are considerably reduced. Servicing also has been greatly 
simplified because much thought has been given to accessi- 
bility and the removal of components. And the engines 
are suitable for both hydraulic and electric transmission 








World-wide application. 
diesel engines are in service all over the world and have 
built up an unsurpassed record for reliable and economic 
operation. Bristol Siddeley Maybach diesels power the 
new diesel hydraulic locomotives of British Railways 
Western Region and over 200 engines have already been 
ordered by British Railways alone. 


Maybach rail traction 








For further information please write to: Maybach 
Sales Manager, Bristol Siddeley Engines Limited, PO 
Box 17, Coventry, England. 

* Under licence from Maybach-Motorenbau GmbH 


BRISTOL SIDDELEY ENGINES LIMITED 
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